
Denver Samoyed Association 

Meeting Minutes 1 

Grocery Card—Reloadable Program 6 

2015 Local Specialty  7 

DSR Report 8 

Cliff Cabe - My Best in Show Story 2-5 

Inside this issue: 

SAM-O-GRAM 

Who We Are 
 
 

OFFICERS: 
President: 
Martha Lageschulte...  303-929-9064 
Vice President: 
Julie Morris ................. 303-655-1107 
Recording Secretary:           
Sue Wangerin ............ 303-467-9829 
Corresponding Secretary:                 
Andi Mast.......... ......... 303-450-7712 
Treasurer: 
Thalia Peletis.............  303-933-0392 
  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Pam Buhl .................... 303-915-1725 
Donna Dannen...........  303-670-8053 
Marnie Grube ............. 970-302-5091 
Terry Walb .................. 303-833-2890 
 
 

‘15 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS  
Agility ‘15 & ‘16: 
Marnie Grube............ . 970-302-5091 
Awards:   
Mary Lloyd................. . 303-688-4684 
Breeder Referral:  
Pam Buhl .................... 303-915-1725 
Cheer: 
Terry Walb .................. 303-833-2890 
Colorado Legislation Liaison 
Michele Schmitt.......... 303-903-2297 
Designated Specialty:  
Supported Entry will be held instead 
Historian/Librarian:  
Donna Dannen........... 303-670-8053 
Hospitality:  
 Specialty Match  
     Volunteers Needed if event held 
 Local Specialty  
     Volunteers Needed if event held 
 Holiday Party:  
     Linda Kitzman........ 303-794-7136 
Local Specialty ‘15: 
Martha Lageschulte... 303-929-9064 
Local Specialty ‘15: 
Lori Elvera .................. 720-344-4562 
Program: 
Donna Dannen...........  303-670-8053 
Thalia Peletis .............. 303-933-0392 
Public Education: 
Rachel Paulson .......... 303-935-0701 
Sam-O-Gram/Web Site: 
Thalia Peletis.............. 303-933-0392 
Sammy Rescue: 
Andi Mast...................  303-450-7712 
Specialty Match:   
 Scooter Nieman........ 303-768-0434 
Supported Entry ‘15 & ‘16:   
Michele Schmitt.......... 303-903-2297 

Special points of interest: 

April 2015 Volume 22, Issue 04 

2016 Specialty 
Judges Announced  

See page 2 

Meeting Minutes 
Membership Meeting Minutes 03-16-15 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:05pm 
 
Lori Elvera taking notes for Sue Wangerin 
Attendees: Martha Lageschulte, Jan Cherne, 
Thalia Peletis, Pam Buhl, Rachel Paulson, 
Donna Dannen, Marnie Grube, Chris Eberhart 
and Lori Elvera 
 
Treasurer: No report as Thalia is having router 
problems. “We have plenty of money, we are 
ok”. Papers were filed for the State Periodic 
report. 
 
Agility:  No news from Jeffco Fairgrounds. 
AKC corresponding date is different that 
Jeffco’s date for our trial. If we move our date 
to AKC’s date, then Jeffco says we’ll lose our 
date in the future. Current date is January 16-
17, 2016. The judge we currently have a con-
tract with is not available for 2016. Martha’s 
looking into another judge. 
 
Breeder Referral: Referral will be kept to local 
(in state) breeders. If no puppies are available 
in state, then the inquirer will be referred to the 
SCA Breeder Referral page. 
 
CO Dog Federation: DSA has not received the 
yearly dues notice. 
 
Hospitality: Linda is looking for a new location 
for the club’s Christmas Party as the previous 
location was not conducive to members being 
able to visit with one another, due to the layout 
of the restaurant. 
 

Public Education: Bark in the Park is June 14, 
Rachel is not able to attend this event. If any-
one is interested in educating the public at this 
event, please contact Rachel. Plans for a 
grooming seminar were discussed, in particular 
the spay/neutered coats. 
 
Local Specialty 2015: THEME:  “MARDI 
PAWS”                                                                               
Judging panel was selected, please see March 
SOG. Both conformation judges will charge the 
club for “expenses only”. Four out of five con-
tracts have been returned to the Judges Liai-
son Committee, Helen Hittesdorf.  
Specialty Sub Committees:  Still need a few 
volunteers 
· Trophies- Jan & Julie 
· Hospitality-Martha & Andi 
· Photographer-Donna 
· Decorations-Lori 
· Grounds-Rachel, Pam, Scooter 
· Rosettes-waiting to hear from Cheryl & 

Anne 
· Banquet Dinner-Lori 
· Paperwork/Admin-Thalia 
· Chief Ring Steward- ??? 
· Set up grooming room layout ??? 
 
Programs: Thalia brought up the subject of 
nutrition for dogs and will contact a source for a 
possible event. 
 
Vaccinations-Donna; Massages/acupuncture-
Pam; Guest speaker “Cliff” who won a  BIS with 
a Samoyed at the Colorado KC in 1963 has 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Grocery Card Fundraiser - New Reloadable Cards 
reached out to the club and would love to 
share his show experiences as a 17 year 
old. 
If anyone would like to see a topic pre-
sented to the club, you are welcomed to 
make the arrangements. 
 
SOG/Website: 2015 documents updated 
for specialty are now on the web site 
 
Rescue: Liz Evans (club member) has 
official adopted Jojo,the 10 yr old she has 
been fostering. NO rescues at this time. 
 
Supported Entry: $309 check was re-
ceived from the February shows; $240 in 
expenses; $60 went into the club treasur-
er. Michele Schmidt has been a wonderful 
contact for DSA and working with Plum 
Creek. Thank you to Michele for the 
measuring clinic with Mardee during the 
February shows. 
 
Old Business:   

· The previous motion from 1997 
regarding alternatingly hiring 
Breeder judge/all-breed judge for 

our specialties was rescinded. 
This will not tie the club to this 
decision due to expenses and 
availability. Motion: Martha Sec-
ond: Thalia. ALL APPROVED 

· New meeting location was dis-
cussed, if you know of a more 
central location please contact 
Martha. The church is available 
to the club for the year as need-
ed. 

 
New Buisness: 2016 Specialty Show 
Chair: Lori Elvera     Theme: 
“SamRitaville” (Jimmy Buffet style)  
Martha will ask Douglas Co if our date 
November 26-27, 2016 is available. 
Judges for 2016 were nominated and 
voted on.  

· Obedience/Rally-Linda Scanlon 

· Sweeps-Puppy/Vet/Working: 
Robin Barkhaus, Margaret 
Thornton 

· Conformation: Frank Polomeni, 
Joan Anselm, Albert Holabach, 
Gary Newton. Sherry Web-
ster/Betty Anne Steinmark were 
tied 

Motions:  
· All sub-committees must report 

back to the show chair for final 
approval of decisions and/or 
actions a committee wishes to 
make. Show Chair then reports 
and is accountable to the club.  
Motion: Thalia Second: Pam ALL 
APPROVED 

Barks & Growls:  
Jan-Bella WB for 2 points in Garden City 
 
Lori-Leland BOW 3 days for 4pt, 5pt, 4pt 
major to finish his Championship 

Editor’s Note:   Martha received the fol-
lowing email from Cliff Cabe, which she 
responded to, and he followed up with the 
story and pictures in the remainder of this 
article:  
 
  
March 17, 2015 
 
Hi, 
My name is Cliff Cabe.  I was just surfing 
the internet and came across your web 
site and saw that you are the President of 
the DSA.  Don't know if you or any of your 
members go back that far but I owned the 
Sam, Ch. Joli Knika, that went BIS in Den-
ver in 1963.  I was just a high school kid 
back then, 17 years old, but the memory 
of that experience (my 15 minutes of 
fame) is ingrained in my head for ever.  I 
still have all the trophies, ribbons and pho-
to of those days.  I'd be glad to share the 
story and more photos if you're interested. 
Cliff     
 
 
 
 

March 30, 2015 
 
Hi Martha, 
 
Glad to hear 
back from 
you.  I would be 
happy to share 
the story of Kni-
ka and my days 
of showing dogs 
and in particular 
the highlight 
when he won 
BIS in your city, 
Denver, in 
1963.  As I said 
before I was just 
a kid back then, 
17 and a senior 
in high 
school.  I'll be 70 
in a couple months.  Back then I lived in 
Portland Oregon, now I'm in the same 
area in Tigard a suburb.   
  
I first became interested in Samoyeds and 
showing when I was about 13 or 14.   

Knika came along a year or so later just 
by chance.  He was the pick of the litter 
and was originally bought by a young cou-
ple from John and Lila Weir of Seattle.  I 
knew John and Lila and they called and 

(Continued on page 3) 

Knika and his son 

Cliff Cabe and Ch. Joli Knika - My Best in Show Story 
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Cliff Cabe and Ch. Joli Knika - My Best in Show Story 

told me the couple were expecting a baby 
and thought it best to find a new home for 
Knika.  He was 10 months old at the 
time.  My parents and I went over to see 
him and we couldn't believe how nice he 
was at that age.  They wanted $100 for 
him and I was expected to come up with 
the money if we bought him.  I was carry-
ing a paper route at the time and only had 
$50.  They agreed to take the $50 and let 
me pay $10 per month for the rest. 
  
I started showing him right away at a little 
over a year of age and with the exception 
of his first show he never lost in his 
class.  He made his championship in less 
than 4 months.  Showing as a special how-

ever, wasn't so easy.  Professional han-
dlers always seemed to have an edge.  I 
prided myself in my handling and took on 
the challenge to compete against the pros 
whenever I could.  However, Knika did 
quite well as a champion and won a num-
ber Best of Breeds his first two years.   
  
His first major win came in 1962 at Seat-
tle.  That was the year of the Seattle 
Worlds Fair and the show was billed as the 
worlds fair dog show.  All the trophies were 
a replica of the Space Needle.  Knika was 
Best of Breed and went on to win first in 
Working Group.  I remember as all the 

dogs entered the ring and began circling 
for the judge, Knika couldn't wait and 
stopped, squatted and "layed a bomb" 
right there.  Fortunately the cleanup boy 
quickly took care of it but I thought 'there 
goes any chance of winning this time'.  But 
later I was told that was just the thing to 
get the judges attention. 
  
By now Knika was getting known beyond 
our circle.  Early in 1963 I got a letter from 
Donna Yokum (whom I'm sure you either 
knew or heard of) who invited us to come 
to the Denver show in April.  She said the 
eminent Dolly Ward would be judging the 
Breed and she expected the turnout to be 
on the level of a specialty. Well, this was 
an invite we couldn't turn down so that 

week my mother and I packed up the sta-
tion wagon and headed east.  We arrived a 
couple days early and as money was tight 
in our family at that time we didn't stay in a 
motel.  We found the old coliseum where 
the show was to be, pulled in the parking 
lot and slept in the car with only a white 
furry dog to keep us warm.  The following 
evening we were invited to a pre-show 
banquet where most of the judges were 
present along with a number of Denver CO 
Kennel Club dignitaries. 
  
The day of the show I remember meeting 
Donna and her son, not sure but I think his 

name is Mike.  I remembered that I had 
seen him on television on the Wide World 
of Sports as they covered dog sled racing 
and he had a team of Sams in the race.  I 
don't remember how many Samoyeds 
were entered in the show but I think it was 
around 30 or 40.  There were over a thou-
sand entries in the entire show and that 
was considered very large in those days.  I 
remember watching Dolly judging and 
she was quite methodical and went over 
every dog thoroughly.  When she chose 
Knika as Best of Breed I really felt honored 
to have be given the award from a 'real 
Samoyed judge'.  
  
Samoyeds were judged early in the day so 
there was quite a long wait for the group 
judging.  In the group Knika showed very 
well.  He was in top form and I had a sense 
he was going to place high.  When the 
judge pointed to him as number one I 
thought 'Wow, we are actually going to be 
in the final six in the Best in Show ring.   
 
The other five dogs in the ring were all 
shown by professional handlers.  I only 
remember that one of the dogs was a Bea-
gle.  The judge was Louis Murr whom I 
was told was very well known and highly 
respected.  As you can imagine my nerves 
were on edge as he took us through the 
paces.  As the judging drew to a close he 
had us all line up for one last look.  The 
guy next to me with the Beagle leaned 
over to me and said, (and I remember this 
very well) "Keep working son, I think 
you've got it".  Then the judge pointed to 
Knika and raised his other hand and sig-
naled "Number 1".  Well you can imagine 
what a thrill that was.  The Samoyed fans 
that stayed yelled and clapped, my mother 
was crying and I was overjoyed, my 15 
minutes of fame. 
 
Knika went on to win one more group first 
and several Best of Breeds.  Unfortunately 
he died young, just six years old.  He was 
only bred three times so he does not have 
a lot of progeny.  I never really did much 
with showing afterword's.  Finished col-
lege, got married, raised a family, had a 40 
year carrier with the railroad.   
 
Thanks for letting me share my story.  Just 
writing it brings back many fond memories.  
Feel free to send this on however you like 
and edit it if you need.      
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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My wife and three boys at my oldest boy’s wedding. 
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Mom, dad, and baby brother at 
a bench show 1961 

Best of Breed Roseburg, OR 

Best of Breed, Denver 

Best in Show, Denver 
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Grocery Card Fundraiser - New Reloadable Cards 
For KING SOOPERS ONLY,  we are going to change how 
the DSA grocery card fundraiser is handled a bit.  This is 
effective immediately and ap-
proved by the DSA Board.   
  
We have purchased an initial 
order of twenty (20) - $20.00  
reloadable grocery gift cards.     
  
To support our fundraiser,  all 
you have to do is purchase a 
$20.00 grocery gift card from 
the club!  
 Contact Thalia Peletis – t_peletis@msn.com or 303-

933-0392 to purchase your card.  Make check payable 
to DSA. 

 Any remaining reloadable cards will be brought to the 
club meetings.   

 Remember, your friends, family members can also 
purchase these cards and support our club. 

  
As before: 
 You can use gift card, like a 

credit/debit card at the regis-
ter to pay for your groceries. 

 Lost/Stolen/Damaged Cards 
– DSA nor King Soopers are 
responsible for the cards 
value. 

 Fund Raising gift cards can-
not be purchased at the 
stores. 

 The grocery card fundraiser pays for the our club 
$600/year liability insurance, our $500/year tax 
preparation fees, web-hosting fees, and other non-
glamorous expenditures.  This then allows our 
Agility Trial profit pay for Specialty Show fees, and 
our Holiday Party, and other fun stuff for the club! 

  
Here is the difference!! This gift card will have a special 
sticker on the front of the card to remind you it is a re-
loadable gift card and to NOT throw it away when the card 
balance is spent.   Instead, YOU now have the ability to 
reload the gift card yourselves as instructed below: 
 Gift cards may be reloaded at the register or Customer 

Service Desk for any amount up to $500.   
 When  a card is reloaded at the customer service desk 

or a register other than where your groceries are 
scanned, there is a five-minute delay before the funds 
will be available. 

 The gift card must be reloaded in a separate trans-
action prior to your groceries being scanned. 

  

 
 

Here is the advantage !! 
 YOU no longer have to wait on the treasurer to 

order, pick/up, deliver and/or mail you your gift 
cards.   

 You write ONE check payable to DSA  to pur-
chase the initial reloadable gift card.    

 Once you have a reloadable gift card, YOU can 
reload the card as often as YOU like, and on 
YOUR schedule! 

 YOU can reload using YOUR credit card or by 
check.  

 YOU can use your gift card at any Kroger store, 
including City Market.   

 YOU can also use it to buy gas at King Soopers 
gas stations or Loaf ‘N Jug.  Again remember to 
reload your card before you start pumping your 
gas. 

  
How does the club receive the profit from the re-
loadable gift card program? 
 DSA will receive a buyers log with our initial order. 

DSA will need to put the supporter's name next to the 
card number they purchase to keep for our records, 
and therefore we can track who our top supporters are 
that are reloading their cards! 

 Every 4-week cycle King Soopers will send us an 
statement of our account.  The statement tells which 
cards have been reloaded and the balance in our ac-
count.  

 IF our collective DSA supporters reload their cards for 
a total of $5000 or more, in the 4-week cycle, DSA will 
receive a check for 5% of those funds with our month-
ly statement.   If DSA has 
less than $5000 the 
amount will roll over to the 
next 4-week cycle. 

  
In order for DSA to make a 
profit, our supporters need 
to reload their cards. In order 
for DSA to continue to make 
5% profit (maximum profit 
possible), we need our col-
lective supporters  to reach 
that $5000 or more total within the 4-week cycle. 
  
If you have any questions on this change, please let me 
know and I will try to answer them.   Again this only ap-
plies to King Soopers.  We still have over $3000 in Safe-
way non-reloadable cards, that we need to sell before we 
can switch to the Safeway reloadable program. 
  
Thank you, 
Thalia 
DSA Treasurer 
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The Denver Samoyed Association 
presents its 

26th & 27th 

Local Specialty, Obedience & Rally Trial 
  

Saturday, November 28, 2015 &  Sunday, November 29, 2015 
  

Douglas County Fairgrounds - 500 Fairgrounds Drive - Castle Rock, CO 80104 
 

  
Saturday, November 28, 2015 

  
Regular & Non-Regular Classes 

Julia Rylander  

  Puppy, Veteran & Working Dog Sweepstakes 
Cheryl Lundin 

 Obedience and Rally 
Patricia Maynard 

  

  
Sunday, November 29, 2015 

  
Junior Showmanship, 

Regular & Non-Regular Classes 
Stephanie Hamblin-Barnhill 

  
 Puppy and Veteran 

Sweepstakes 
Susan Fewlass  

  

DSA Specialty Show Secretary 
Helen Hittesdorf 

10485 Balsam Street - Broomfield, CO 80021 - 303-457-1350 - fordogstuff@msn.com 
 

 DSA Show Chairperson 
Martha Lageschulte 

 
DSA Judges Liaison  

Helen Hittesdorf 
 

 

Advertising 
Martha Lageschulte 

  
  

Trophies 
Jan Cherne and Julie Morris 

  

Buildings & Grounds 
Volunteers Needed  

 

Chief Ring Steward 
 Volunteer Needed 

Banquet Dinner 
 Volunteer Needed 

 

Judges & Ringside Hospitality 
 Volunteers Needed 

Rosettes 
 Volunteer Needed 

 

Photographer Liaison 
 Volunteer Needed 

Paperwork Admin 
Thalia Peletis 

  

Decorations 
 Volunteer Needed 

Ring Setup and Tear-Down 
DSA Membership, Family and Friends 

 



c/o Thalia Peletis, Editor 
8885 West Clifton Avenue 

Littleton, Colorado 
80128-5324 

DSA members  
are committed to the 

protection and advancement  
of the Samoyed breed. 

Denver Samoyed 
Association 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
WWW.DENVERSAMOYED.ORG 

 

Mailing Address Label 

Apr 21, 2015 Meeting Reminder– 7:00 PM  
Location: St. Joseph Episcopal - 11202 W. Jewell Ave. Lakewood, CO 80232 
 
 Business pertinent to the club. 

no HOME, all ALONE     As of 04/20/16, we have no Samoyeds available for adoption. 

If you know anyone who might be interested, please call the DSR  at 303-453-1360, or contact one of the Rescue committee members:  
 Andi Mast, Sue Wangerin, Thalia Peletis, Michele Sottile. Pam Arnold,  Deb Castro, Liz Evans and Michael Prewitt,  Thanks! 

Denver Samoyed Rescue Report 

White Pine   
Collars, Leashes, Etc 

 

Best Product for 
Sammy Coats! Won’t 
damage the coat! 

 
 

To order contact Thalia 
t_peletis@msn.com or 

Jan  cloud9k9s@comcast.net 

 
 

Wolf Packs  
Dog Packs 

 

Featuring the  
Banzai Style  
Dog Pack 

 
To order contact Thalia 

t_peletis@msn.com 
 
 
 

Microchip your pups 
before they go to 
their new homes! 

 

$25 for members  
$35 for non-members 

 

Cost includes chip and 
enrollment fee 

 
Make an appointment with  

Deb Castor snodog2@msn.com  
or Pam Arnold  

davepamarnold@msn.com 

Shop via  
www.IGIVE.com 

 
Designated Denver 
Samoyed Rescue as 

your charity group and 
DSR receives a  

donation when you 
shop via IGIVE.com! 

 
 


