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Meet the Breeds Public Education Event 
DSA’s primary requirement as an AKC Sanctioned Specialty Club, is 

to educate the public about our wonderful Samoyed breed.   
 
The Plum Creek and Colorado Kennel Clubs’ Meet the Breed event is an 
excellent opportunity for us to have one-on-one contact with the public 
and educate them about Samoyeds.  As a whole, this showcase educates 
the public not only on the breeds, but their health care, grooming, 
importance of good obedience training, and their contributions to society.  
This is our chance to teach responsible dog ownership, as well as the 
importance of dogs in everyday life.   
 

The education we provide now, may help reduce the  
number of Sammies placed through our Rescue later. 

 
Please volunteer an hour of your time to help us fulfill this very 
important AKC requirement, which will allow DSA to conduct  

future specialty shows per AKC’s new compliance rules.   
 

DSA Contact:  Jane Reller 720-685-3400  / jrsilverstar@msn.com 
 
Where: National Western Complex—Denver, CO 
When:  Friday  February 15, 2008  Time: 1 PM -  2 PM  
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Meeting Minutes 
1/21/08 - Membership Meeting 
    
Present: Jan Cherne, Michele Christian, 
Lori Elvera, Tom Lisec, Julie Morris, Thalia 
Peletis, Jane Reller, Terry Walb, and Sue 
Wangerin 
 
Guest:   Brett Schihl, Cody Christian 
  
Meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM by 
Julie Morris, President.  
 
President’s Report – Julie Morris:  Chair 
reports due by February.  Next meeting will 
be March 17. 
 
Vice President’s Report – No report   

- Membership – Tom Lisec for Mar-
tha Lageschulte - Brett Schihl’s 
application read for the second time. 

 
Recording Secretary’s Report - Sue 
Wangerin:  No report. 
 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report – 
Jane Reller:  Correspondence already 
forwarded via email. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Tom Lisec:  The 
actual increases in our funds between year 
end 2006 and 2007 are; DSA +$4153, DSR 
+$890 for a total of +$5043.  We made 
$700 more in grocery certificates due to 5% 
rebate instead of the lower percentage we 
were getting in the past. 
 
DSA donated $150 in grocery certificates to 
the church for our use of their building.  We 
received a nice thank you from them. 
 
Tom will send $50 to SCA for the National 
trophy fund, and will send $85 to pay for 
the annual awards ad in the SCA Bulletin. 
 
 
 

Committee Reports- 
 
Agility – Jane Reller:  The trial went ex-
tremely well.  Lots of positive comments 
received and the judge was very compli-
mentary.  Thanks to everyone who volun-
teered to help.  See Jane’s separate report 
in the SOG for additional information on the 
trial. 
 
The Mile High Golden Retriever Club re-
quested our help in stewarding in the FAST 
ring at their trial August 1&2.  We will dis-
cuss further at the March meeting. 
 
Awards – No report. 
 
Cheer – Terry Walb: A card will be sent to 
Sally Wheeler who lost her husband over 
the weekend. 
 
Designated Specialty 2008 – No report. 
 
Designated Specialty 2009 – Michele 
Christian volunteered to chair. 
 
Historian/Librarian – Tom Lisec:  Has 
DVD from the Dog Whisperer and a video 
on massage for your dog.   Contact Tom if 
interested in checking them out. 
 
Hospitality – No report. 

 
Local Specialty 2008 – Jan Cherne:  See 
judges we recommended to the Evergreen 
KC under new business. 
 
Programs – Tom Lisec:  Alan Odom com-
ing in April. 

 
Public Education – Michele Christian:  
We are scheduled to do ‘Meet the Breeds’ 
on Friday, February 15, 2008 at 1:00PM.  If 
you are interested in bringing your dog, 
contact Michele. 
 

Lana McClellan and Marijean Zacha did a 
sled demo for the Boy Scouts. 
Sam-O-Gram/Web Site – Deadline for 
SOG is the first of the month. 

 
Sammy Rescue – Thalia Peletis for Andi 
Mast:  We have a 1-year old AKC regis-
tered male in rescue that we need to place.   
Based on the dog’s pedigree it appears he 
is from a backyard breeder. 
 
Thank you to all who helped to promote the 
sale of the White Pine leash and collar 
fundraiser at the agility trial.  We sold lots.  
 
Brett Schihl’s family and their rescue dog, 
Shinuk (aka Nookie), will represent DSR in 
the Rescue Parade on Saturday at Plum 
Creek KC. 
 
Specialty Match – We need a volunteer. 

 
 
Unfinished Business:   None 
 
New Business:   Evergreen KC provided 
us with a list of judges that we could con-
sider for Saturday and Sunday.  The club 
voted on the following in order of prefer-
ence: (1) Dr. Robert M. Brown, (2) Miss 
Maxine V. Beam, (3) Mrs. Margaret 
Downey, and (4) Mr. Adrian W. Woodfork. 
 
Barks:  Jane Reller:  See agility barks in 
her separate report in the SOG. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 
 
 

Board Meeting 
 
1/21/08 – Board Meeting – Canceled, no 
quorum. 
  

Sue Wangerin - 02/05 
Marnie Grube - 02/11 

Debbi Sencenbaugh - 02/27 

February 

Happy Birthday to our DSA Members! 
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Denver Samoyed Association and Plum Creek Kennel Club 
presents its 

5th Annual Designated Specialty 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Good Luck to all the Exhibitors! 

Designated Specialty 

Puppy and Veteran  
Sweepstakes Judge 

Ken Granacki 
 

Regular Class Judge  
Marion Ward 

Show Chairperson 
Debbi Sencenbaugh 

303-774-8824 /  starcheysams@aol.com 
 

Plum Creek & Colorado KC 
Sat 2/16 Judge: Chuck McWilliams 

Sun 2/17 Judge: Normal Herbel 
Mon 2/18 Judge:  Beth Speich 

Friday, February 15, 2008 
National Western Complex -  Denver, CO 
Entries Close: 1/31/07  Show Superintendent: Jack Onofrio 

V alentine’s Day is near and love is in the air – but so is potential danger for pets. 
 

Many pet owners don’t realize the perils of traditional Valentine’s Day gifts for their canine and feline best friends so the 
pet care experts at VPI advise avoiding the following holiday hazards: 
 
• Chocolate – As delicious as it is to humans, chocolate can be toxic to dogs because it contains Theobromine and 

caffeine, stimulants that can be hazardous – and even fatal – to pets. According to the ASPCA, chocolate toxicity is 
one of the most common poisonings seen by vets. 

• Jewelry – Sparkling gems are appealing to our four legged friends, too. Fido or Kitty’s instincts may tempt them to 
taste the jewelry, causing stomach ailments and possible breathing difficulties. 

• Flowers – Some flowers and plants are dangerous if ingested by pets, including buttercups, calla lilies and tulips. 
The packaged plant food that accompanies some floral arrangements can lead to stomach problems as well. 

 
According to a survey by the American Pet Products Manufacturers Association (AAPMA), more than nine million pets 
will be receiving Valentine’s gifts from their owners. So for this Valentine’s show your pet how much you care. Nothing 
means more than the gift of good health and having a VPI Pet Insurance Policy is the perfect way. Show Fido you love 
him by keeping him healthy. 
 

A VPI Pet Insurance Policy covers thousands of medical 
problems and conditions related to accidents or illnesses 
(even cancer) for dogs, cats, birds, and other exotic pets. 
VPI policyholders are free to use any licensed veterinarian 
anywhere, even when you’re away from home. 
 
To learn more about protecting your pets and to obtain a free 
quote log on to http://www.petinsurance.com/eb 
or Call 877-PETS-VPI 

In the Mood for Valentine�s Love?  So is Your Pet! 
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DSA Agility Trial a Success! 
DSA held its 4th annual all-breed agility trial on 
Saturday and Sunday, January 19-20.  Every-
thing went extremely well. The judge, Beth 
Godwin, had nice courses and was easy to 
work with. 
 
We received many compliments again about 
how nicely our club works together, how many 
Sammies were running, and how many mem-
bers come out to work the trial even though 
most don’t even run agility.  You all make my 
job a breeze.   
 
The Hospitality table was superb with our club 
banner hanging over the table and special 
agility banners hung around the arena.  Thanks 
to Martha Lageschulte for the artwork and Lori 
Elvera for getting them made.  Also thanks to 
Starbuck’s for free coffee over the weekend.  
Thanks to Lori and Thalia for the great little 
Sammy stickers turning the cups into 
‘Sambuck’s coffee cups. They were a hit with 
the exhibitors. Hospitality also sold White Pine 
collars and leashes to benefit Rescue.  Many 
orders were taken for specific colors and items 
that we didn’t have available. 
 
Several members ran their dogs over the week-
end. Here are the results: 
• Martha Lageschulte ran Lexi in Excellent 

B standard (STD) and jumpers with 
weaves (JWW) both days.  She got a 
double Q (QQ) on Saturday. 

• Bob ran Ty in Open B STD and JWW on 
Saturday earning a QQ on Saturday with a 
first place and an Open title in both 
classes. WOOHOO! On Sunday Ty ran in 
Excellent A for the first time and earned a 
3rd place Q in JWW. 

• Bob also ran McGwire in Excellent A on 
Saturday STD and JWW.  Martha ran him 
on Sunday and earned a 2nd-place Q in 
STD. 

• Ginger Jenks had two dogs entered as 
well.  Rory was entered in Excellent B 
STD and JWW both days. He earned a 
2nd-place Q in STD on Saturday and a QQ 
on Sunday with 2nd place in STD and 3rd 
place in JWW. 

• Ginger’s Imp ran Excellent B as well and 
got a Q in JWW on Saturday. 

• Terry Walb ran Mattie in Excellent A STD 
and JWW and Mattie had a couple of 
really nice runs that were unfortunately 
just a smidge under Q time.   

• Pam Arnold ran Sadie in Excellent A STD 
and JWW and got a 3rd-place Q in STD on 
Sunday. 

• Lorrie McAllister ran Chase in Novice A 
STD and JWW both days.  Chase had a 
couple of really nice runs, but didn’t get 
that elusive Q.  Keep at it Lorrie! 

• Helen Hittesdorf (trial secretary and hon-
orary DSA member) ran her dog Mel (an 
honorary Sammy when she Qs) in Novice 
STD and JWW.  She earned a first place.  

Maybe next year she’ll be a Sammy all 
weekend instead of just in one class :-). 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the 
late setup on Friday (driving in the snow storm) 
and to those who worked over the weekend.  
We were so well staffed we had complaints that 
not every exhibitor who wanted to work got the 
opportunity. 
 
Those people are:  Pam Arnold (who also did 
microchipping), Jan and Kent Cherne, Michele 
Christian, Lori (who also did hospitality and 
DNA), Dan, and Nicholas Elvera, Nancy 
Golden who came to cheer on DSA members, 
Marnie Grube, Martha Lageschulte (chief 
course builder, to all of our judges’ delight), 
Tom Lisec, Bob and Andi Mast (chief ring stew-
ard), Lorrie McAllister, Kathy, Whitney, and 
Taylor Metter. Julie and Joe Morris, Thalia 
Peletis (hospitality and DNA), Jamie Powell, 
Michael Prewitt, Terry and Butch Walb, Sue 
Wangerin, and Marijean Zacha. 
 
Also, many thanks go out to our exhibitors who 
filled our trial and helped to make it such a 
success. Plans will be underway shortly for 
next year’s trial. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jane Reller 
Trial Chair 
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Sled Dogs Meet Boy Scouts! 



Volume 15, Issue 2 Page 7 Volume 15, Issue 2 Page 7 

Sled Dogs Meet Boy Scouts! 

Hike! Hike! Hike! 

By Lana McClellan 
 
On January 19, 2008, Marijean Zacha and I were invited to give a sled dog demonstration to the Timberline Boy Scouts 
Klondike Jamboree at Timberline campground on Kenosha Pass. The primary activities of this two-day event for the 
scouts is to create their own sleds (using old skis and boards) which they load up with equipment and pull around a 
course in the snow.  They also have orienteering training.  As a part of the weekend’s events, the scouts are invited to 
come by and watch our demonstration which was offered at two different times so everyone who was interested could 
see it. This is the second time Marijean and I have been able to give this presentation and it has been well received both 
times. Together we took 6 dogs: Marijean and Jamie Powell’s Keet and Chena and Gary Wood’s and my Hawk, Sage, 
Gryphon, and Kyree.  We had my dog box to not only transport the dogs but also to show the scouts and their fathers 
how the dogs and sleds are transported and dogs are tied out at races.  We also had a sprint sled and all of the pertinent 
equipment.  After a brief explanation by Marijean and me concerning Nordic dogs and various types of sled breeds, the 
history of the Samoyed, the various commands, and equipment, we then invited the scouts to help harness the dogs, put 
booties on them, and hook them up to the gangline.  As scouts and their parents held the dogs, Marijean explained how 
handlers help get the team on the trail and what hand signals to use in order to communicate with the driver.  I then took 
the team for a short out and back run.  Some of the scouts volunteered to help turn the team back toward the demon-
stration area.  All of the helpers and handlers were very gentle with the dogs and truly enjoyed the opportunity to help 
get a real dog sled team ready to run. It was great fun. Shortly after the event, Marijean received the following e-mail 
from the coordinator of the event: 
 
  

“Once again, I want to thank you and Lana for taking the time to join us at our Klondike. I could tell by 
watching, that the Scouts were fascinated by the dogs and sled. It was certainly a treat to watch the 
dogs run up and down the trail. I heard many positive comments and the Scouts, after dragging their 
sleds around all morning, enjoyed seeing real sled dogs in action. You really enhanced the experience 
for the Scouts and it was great that you took the time to share your interests with us. 
  
Thanks again for visiting us.” 
  
John Troe 
Timberline District 



General Fund      
Beginning General Fund Bank Balance   $17,990.64     
Beginning General Fund Outstanding Checks (from 2007) ($267.78)    
Beginning Grocery Certificates Balance  $0.00     
Total Beginning Balance     $13,570.34     

 Calendar Year   Budget Year 2008  (2008 Committee Reports) 
Category Income Expenses Net  Income Expenses Net  
Agility        
  Entry Fees $10.868.00 $340.00 $10,528.00 $10,868.00 $340.00  $10,528.00  
  Entry Refunds $0.00  $173.74 ($173.74) $0.00  $173.74 ($173.74) 
  Equipment $0.00  $405.40  ($405.40) $0.00  $405.40  ($405.40) 
  Food & Beverages $0.00  $917.12  ($917.12) $0.00  $917.12  ($917.12) 
  Judge’s Fees $0.00  $20.00 ($20.00) $0.00  $20.00 ($20.00) 
  Judges Gifts $0.00  $138.77  ($138.77) $0.00  $138.77  ($138.77) 
  Postage $0.00 $28.82 ($28.82) $0.00 $28.82 ($28.82) 
  Premium List $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $49.40 ($49.49) 
  Recording Fee $0.00  $1,980.00  ($1,980.00) $0.00  $2,180.00 ($2,180.00) 
  Rental Fee $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $300.00 $300.00 $0.00 
  Ribbons $0.00  $539.00 ($539.00) $0.00 $539.00 ($539.00) 
  Secretary Fees $0.00  $1,409.29  ($1,409.29) $0.00 $1,409.29 ($1,409.29) 
  Agility Total $10,868.00  $5,952.14  $4,915.85  $11,168.00  $6,501.63  $4,666.37  
Awards        
  SCA Bulletin Ad $0.00 $85.00 ($85.00) $0.00 $85.00 ($85.00) 
  Award Total $o.00  $85.00  ($85.00) $0.00  $85.00  ($85.00) 
Bank Charges         
  Service Charges $10.00 $0.00 $10.00 $10.00  $0.00  $10.00  
  Bank Charges Total $10.00 $0.00 $10.00 $10.00  $0.00 $10.00  
Cheer        
  Cards $0.00  $53.10  ($53.10) $0.00  $53.10 ($53.10) 
  Postage $0.00  $43.78  ($43.78) $0.00  $43.78  ($43.78) 
  Cheer Total $0.00  $96.88  ($96.88) $0.00  $96.88 ($96.88) 
Designated Specialty         
  Recording Fee $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $15.00 ($15.00) 
  Trophies $0.00 $72.00 ($72.00) $0.00 $72.00 ($72.00) 
  Designated Specialty Total $0.00 $72.00 ($72.00) $0.00 $87.00 ($87.00) 
Local Specialty        
   Judges Gifts $0.00 $0.00  $0.00 $0.00 $49.83 ($49.83) 
   Recording Fee $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100.00 ($100.00) 
   Trophies $20.00 $0.00 $20.00 $800.00 $0.00 $800.00 
  Local Specialty Total $20.00 $0.00 $20.00 $4,329.46  $149.83  $650.17 
Membership : Dues $250.00 $0.00 $250.00 $645.00 $0.00  $645.00 
Miscellaneous         
  State Periodic Report $0.00 $10.00 ($10.00) $0.00 $10.00 ($10.00) 
  Miscellaneous Total $0.00  $10.00 ($10.00) $0.00  $10.00 ($10.00) 
Sam-O-Gram/Web        
  Copy Services $0.00 $7.14 ($7.14) $0.00 $7.14 ($7.14) 
  Subscription $10.00 $0.00 $10.00 $10.00 $0.00 $10.00 
  Sam-O-Gram/Web Total $10.00  $7.14 $2.86 $10.00  $7.14 $2.86 
Trophy Donations       
  SCA National $0.00  $50.00  ($50.00) $0.00  $50.00  ($50.00) 
  Ways & Means Total $0.00  $50.00  ($50.00) $0.00  $50.00  ($50.00) 
Ways & Means         
  Barks & Growls $5.00 $0.00 $5.00 $5.00 $0.00 $65.00 
  Grocery Certificates* $6,350.00  $14,250.00  ($7,900.00)  $6,350.00  $14,250.00  $3,850.00  
  Ways & Means Total $6,355.00  $14,250.00  ($7,895.00)  $6,355.00  $14,250.00  $3,809.05  
Grand Total $17,513.00 $20,523.16  ($3,010.16)  $18,988.00 $21,237.48  ($2,249.48)  
Ending General Fund Bank Balance   $14,712.70    
Ending Grocery Certificate Balance      $8,650.00     
Total Ending General Fund Balance       $23,362.70     
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Grocery Certificate  
Fundraiser 2008 
Profit: $317.50 

Artwork by: 
 Jeanne Flora 
 Angie Laframboise 

Happy 

Day! 

Valentine�s 



By Gretchen Bernardi 
 
People from all segments of the dog 
fancy are concerned, and justifiably so, 
about the ‘graying’ of our sport.  Well, 
we’re not really concerned that the 
members of our clubs are getting older 
or even that they have gray hair, but 
they are stepping out of the show work 
force and off of all of the various com-
mittees required to run a club and 
successful shows.  We’re really con-
cerned that there aren’t an equal num-
ber of younger people coming into 
these clubs to take up the slack.  And 
we’re also concerned that there are 
fewer people showing dogs for any 
length of time, certainly not long 
enough to translate the activity of tak-
ing dogs to dog shows into joining a 
club to help put on those very shows.  
 
There are many fanciers—some sim-
ple, some complex—to explain the 
dearth of new people joining our clubs 
and these have been discussed both in 
these pages and elsewhere.  Some of 
these factors, possibly most, are be-
yond our control, insofar as a rapidly 
changing society and social culture.  
The inability to attract younger partici-
pants is not unique to the dog world.  
Country clubs, the theaters, even 
bridge clubs are bemoaning the lack of 
young members, attendees, and mem-
bers of any age.   
 
This lack of real, warm-blooded work-
ers is more problematic for the smaller 
clubs not currently blessed with large 
cash balances and it is potentially 
devastating for the clubs trying to stay 
financially afloat one show to the next.  
The large clubs and the clubs that are 
part of well-attended clusters can easily 
survive with few actual hands-on mem-
bers, since many of these clubs use 
their membership for outreach pro-
grams, public relations, and trophy 
solicitation while hiring outside help for 
the real work on the day of the show. 
 
When I first became a member of an 
all-breed club that functioned without 
the threat of competition from other 
shows, the club routinely paid for an-
nouncers, ticket-takers, clean-up, park-
ing service, limousine service, security 

and a host of other jobs done routinely 
by most club members today.  Our 
members solicited trophies and catalog 
advertisement, scheduled the ring 
stewards, often prepared and served 
the luncheon, and otherwise pretty 
much enjoyed the day, providing 
friendly hospitality and smiling faces.  
But as far as the hard physical work, 
the running from ring to ring, the han-
dling of the many parking disputes—
forget about it.  We paid for that and 
could afford to do so.  Many clubs still 
operate in that fashion.  More power to 
them.  
 
And while I agree that the membership 
of our clubs is aging and that there are 
not new, younger members to replace 
those who are retiring from the sport, 
and while I further agree that this pre-
sents a real problem, I am seeing an 
exodus that is far more troubling.  Many 
of the most stalwart members of our 
bigger club—the club of all dog show 
enthusiasts—are leaving in despair of 
what the sport is becoming...or has 
become.   
 
People of good conscience often say 
that we really don’t have more cancer 
or more child molesters or more school 
shootings.  It is simply that we have 
more communication outlets—
especially 24-hour cable news net-
works—that disseminate this informa-
tion to a wider audience and that per-
ception is not, as is often said, reality.  
Other people of equally good con-
science say otherwise.  Applying this to 
our sport and all that sport entails—are 
we in the midst of an epidemic of scan-
dals—both in our clubs and in the show 
ring?  Are we seeing more incidents of 
blatant bad sportsmanship and bad 
behavior or have the chat lists, the 
publications, and the websites made 
the same amount of information more 
widely read? 
  
One of the effects of the information 
glut is that almost everyone can find a 
statistical data set to prove almost 
anything.  And the more impassioned 
one is and the more personally impor-
tant it is to prove a point, the more 
likely it is that the data will be found, 
regardless of the validity of that data.  

Anti-oxidants will help prevent can-
cer...or they won’t.  Homeopathy 
works...or it doesn’t.  Caffeine is bad for 
us...or it’s good for us. Expensive skin 
crème will turn back the clock...or it 
won’t.  So who among us has the time 
and/or the will to find out the truth.  Not 
many. 
 
So, in our case, perception is reality 
and a growing number of people in our 
ranks have the perception that our 
sport has lost its luster.  It is certainly 
true that few people like change, even 
for the better, and some people refuse 
to accept it.  This seems to be espe-
cially true in our sport.  Otherwise, who 
could explain the furor and the argu-
ments over such a simple proposal as 
eliminating one dog show class and 
replacing it with another?  But simple 
resistance to change does not explain 
the current discontent.  
 
Experienced judges in the midst of 
successful and rewarding judging 
careers have told me they simply are 
not going to apply for new breeds. The 
reasons include the approval process, 
the quality of the dogs they find them-
selves evaluating weekend after week-
end, and the overall feeling that few 
people in the ring really want an unbi-
ased opinion of their dog.  They com-
plain that they are constantly pressured 
to reward the most advertised, most 
frequently shown dog in the ring.  They 
say that bad behavior is rampant and 
owners, exhibitors, breeders, and 
handlers feel entitled to stomp out of 
the ring, throw ribbons, and verbally 
berate the judge.  They relate stories of 
finding an outstanding dog of their own 
breed in the class and after taking it to 
the Best of Breed, being told that “you 
just dumped the top dog in the 
breed...or the group...or the world.”  
And sometimes those statements are 
true and sometimes not.  But regard-
less, there is a real attitude of entitle-
ment to a win and all judges must bow 
to the idea that the top-winning dog is 
automatically the best dog in the ring.   
 
Top breeders with years of successful 
production of top-quality dogs are 
feeling discouraged about showing 
their dogs at all, seeing changes in the 
appearance of their breed in general, 
due to careless breeding or fad breed-
ing or the influence of a top-winning but 
not necessarily correct dog.  And they 
realize of course, that keeping the dogs 
of what they consider correct type out 
of the show ring only adds to the prob-
lem.  And still a frightening number of 
talented breeders are withholding their 
dogs from show competition.  
 
In the last month, five delegates have 
told me that they are retiring as dele-
gates within the year.  All of these have 
served long terms and were heavily 
involved, served on committees, and 
added insight into all deliberations.  
When asked their reasons, all said 
“What’s the point?”  Their discontent 
seems to stem from our general atti-
tude or philosophy in the sport rather 
than from a specific issue and most are 
also seeing undesirable trends in their 
own clubs—all-breed and specialty 
clubs alike.   Not too long ago I be-

lieved that the salvation of our sports 
lay with our parent clubs, but they 
seem to have exploded with infighting 
and power-plays, in addition to issues 
dealing with their treasuries.  
 
Is it possible that our clubs, our parent 
clubs especially, are in a transitional 
period between the old guard and the 
new?   As the older officers and found-
ing members of breed clubs retired, 
dropped or died, there remained a void 
in the leadership mainly because no 
one thought to groom new leaders.  
Younger members or those who where 
given no voice in a more autocratic 
time now had an opportunity to flourish 
and there was no one there to rein 
them in.  It was, and is, payback time.   
If this thought has any validity, perhaps 
we will get through this phase and 
arrive eventually at a situation with 
more equilibrium than before with a 
more democratic yet enlightened lead-
ership in place.  Or maybe not.  
 
Everything does seem to be about 
money and the marketplace of our 
sport differs very little from the market 
place of the larger world.  There seems 
to be more talk ringside, especially at 
the large shows, about backers than 
about breeders, about stud fees than 
about a sire’s influence, about a dog’s 
record than about his quality.  The non-
delegate mailings I receive from the 
AKC seem to be more about selling 
dog supplies than registering dogs.  I 
have begun wondering if we are selling 
pet insurance.  
 
Earlier I wondered if simple change 
was the source of our discontent.  But it 
seems to me that things haven't 
changed all that much in some regards.  
We used to believe that all of this—dog 
shows, clubs, the AKC—was really just 
‘ole boys’ club’ and in some strange 
way, we accepted that along with all of 
its inequities.  As times and the sport 
changed, we began to think differently, 
that one participant in the sport got the 
same treatment, the same punishment, 
the same consideration as the next.  
But many are now doubting that any-
thing has changed at all and a great 
many members of our sport are doubt-
ing it as well.  Some judges get in 
trouble over trial missteps and others 
get away with everything.  Some com-
plaints are handled promptly, others 
are ignored.  Some handlers have 
disastrous mishaps with dogs and keep 
right on showing; others get reprimands 
and suspension over minor offenses.  
Some clubs don’t have exercise pens 
and get away with it; others get fines 
and warnings.  In the end, it may still be 
all the same.  Those who thought differ-
ently are disenchanted and, because of 
that disenchantment, we are in danger 
of losing our greatest asset—those 
loyal and devoted participants who 
believed in and worked for a greater, 
better sport.  
 
 
 
Gretchen Bernardi 
berwyck@ezl.com 
 

— via Canine Chronicle Nov 2007 
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Rescue Fund  
Beginning Rescue Fund Bank Balance  $10,773.51  
Beginning Rescue Fund Outstanding Checks (2007) ($63.25) 
Total Beginning Balance     $9,820.02  
Rescue Fund Calendar / Budget Year 2008 
Category Income Expenses Net  
Donations Received $930.00 $0.00  $930.00 
Fundraiser    
  Collars & Leashes $300.00 $0.00 $300.00 
  Microchip Clinic $105.00 $0.00 $105.00  
  Fundraiser Total $405.00  $0.00 $405.00 
Grand Total  $1,335.00 $0.00 $1,335.00 
Total Ending Rescue Fund Balance      $12,045.26  

2008 Treasury Report 

Creeping Disenchantment in Our Ranks 

 



Date Organization Event Location Contact Judge or More Info 
Feb 15-18 Denver Samoyed Association 

Plum Creek KC 
Colorado KC 

Show - Close Denver, CO Onofrio Ken Granacki (Sweeps) 
Marian Ward 
Charles McWilliams 
Norman Herbel 
Beth Speich 

 15-18 Colorado KC AKC Agility - Open 12/18 Denver, CO Horacek Scott Chamberlain / 
Kim Ingraham/  D Nauer 

 23 Chicagoland Samoyed Club 
Int’l KC of Chicago 

Designated Specialty Chicago, IL Onofrio Thomas Kraus (Sweeps) 
Judith Goodin 

 28 Samoyed Club of AZ Show - Close 2/13 Scottsdale, AZ Nancy Wil-
son 

Janice Hovelman (Sweeps) 
Charlotte McGowan 

 29 / 1 Scottsdale Dog Fanciers Show - Close 2/13 Scottsdale, AZ Bradshaw Harry Smith /Alane Gomez 

Mar 2-3 Superstition KC Show - Close 2/13 Scottsdale, AZ Bradshaw Susan Quesnel /Bruce Voran 

 7-9 Garden City KC Show - Close 2/20 Garden City, KS Onofrio George Heitzman 
Judith Brown/Donna Buxton 

 7-9 Front Range Agility AKC Agility - Open 1/9 Castle Rock, CO Red Johnson Cynthia Tilly/Lavona Herring 

 8 Samoyed Club of Austin Specialty - Close 2/20 San Antonio, TX Onofrio Audrey Lycan 
 14 Samoyed Club of Houston Specialty - Close 2/27 Houston, TX Onofrio Patty Sosa (Sweeps) 

Judith Brown 
 15 Minuteman Samoyed Club 

Connecticut Working Group 
Designated Specialty - 
Close  2/27 

W Springfield, MA MB-F Lois Osmundsen (Sweeps) 
Sam Burke Jr 

 22-23 Canada Del Oro KC Show - Close 3/5 Tucson, AZ Onofrio J D Jones / Susan Caitlin 

 29-30 Scottsbluff KC Show - Close 3/30 Mitchell, KS Onofrio Stephen Hubbell 
Dany Canino 

Apr 4-6 Wichita KC / Hutchinson KC 
Salina KC 

Show - Close 3/17 Valley Center, AZ Onofrio Stephen Gladstone 
Beverly Capstick 
Thomas Tracy 

 11-13 Mile-HI Golden Retriever Club AKC Agility - Open 2/27 Castle Rock, CO Ascher Rhonda Crane 
Ann McQuillen 

 12-13 Lost Dutchman KC Show - Close 3/26 Casa Grande, AZ Onofrio Donald Gill / William Sahlof 

 12-13 Terry-All KC Show - Close 3/26 Brighton, CO Onofrio Louis Bond / Sara Futh 

 13 Metro Atlanta Samoyed Club Specialty - Close 3/26 Perry, GA Onofrio Allison Baker (Sweeps) 
Christie Smith 

 19-20 Buckhorn Valley KC AKC Herding Test & Trial Wellington, CO Hansen Cindy Mendonca 

 19-20 Potomac Valley Samoyed  
Antietam Creek Samoyed  
Baltimore County KC 

Designated Specialty - 
Close 4/2 

Timonium, MD MB-F Sue Dye (Sweeps) 
Connie Rudd (Sweeps) 
Michele Billings 

 26-27 Seward County KC Show - Close 4/9 Seward, NE Onofrio Robert Smith / Mrs. R Smith 

 26-27 Mile High Agility Club—Boulder AKC Agility - Open 3/12 Golden, CO Makowski Mike Bohanon 

May 1-4 Utah Valley KC 
Intermountain KC 

Show - Close 4/15 South Jordan, UT Onofrio Joan Frailey / Lisa DeRoulet 
Jean Fournier 
Diane Landstrom 

 3 Buckeye Samoyed Club 
Crawford County KC 

Designated Specialty - 
Close 4/16 

Designated Specialty - 
Close 4/16 

MB-F Martin Kroll (Sweeps) 
W Everett Dean 

 3-4 Mtn States Dog Training Club Obedience - Close 4/16 Brighton, CO R Miller John Landis /Stephen Pool 

 9 Barbary Coast Samoyed Club Show - Close 4/23 Woodland, CA MB-F Carol Siipol Chitham 
(Sweeps) / Hal Shorr 

 10-11 Rio Grande KC Show - Close 4/23 Albuquerque, NM Onofrio Ralph Graff /Paula Nykiel 

 16-18 Durango KC Show - Close 4/23 Cortez, CO Onofrio Susan Godek  
Mrs.Lee Canalizo 
Joe Purkiser 

 17-18 Mount Ogden KC Show - Close 4/30 Logan, UT Onofrio Jon Cole / Pete Dawkins 

 17-18 Sunflower KC of Olathe, KS Show - Close 4/30 Gardner, KS Onofrio Vern Harvey / Richard Lake 

2008-2009 Schedule of Events 
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Date Organization Event Location Contact Judge or More Info 
May 22 Samoyed Club of LA Specialty - Close 5/7 Pomona, CA Bradshaw N/A 
 23-24 Central Wyoming KC Show - Close 5/7 Casper, WY Onofrio Robert Shreve / Judy Mears 

 25-26 Laramie KC Show - Close 5/7 Laramie, WY Onofrio Cec Ringstrom/B Macdonald 

 25 Greater Pittsburgh KC Designated Specialty - 
Close 5/7 

New Castle, PA MB-F Jacqueline Rayner (Sweeps) 
Douglas Holloway 

May  31 
Jun 1 

Flagstaff KC Show - Close 5/21 Flagstaff, AZ Onofrio Faye Haupt / Eugene Haupt 

Jun 6 No Cal Samoyed Fanciers 
Skyeline Fanciers  

Designated Specialty -  
Close 5/21 

Vallejo, CA MB-F N/A (Sweep) 
Betty Cline 

 7-8 Flagstaff KC Show - Close 5/21 Flagstaff, AZ Onofrio Mrs Canino/Joe Purkhiser 

 7-8 Colorado Springs KC Show - Close 5/21 Colorado Springs, CO Onofrio W  Spediacci / A DiNardo 

 14 Samoyed Club of San Diego 
Bahia Sur KC of Chula VIsta 

Designated Specialty -  
Close 5/28 

Chula Vista, CA Bradshaw Michele Mulligan (Sweeps) 
Christie Smith 

 14 Chicagoland Samoyed Club Specialty -  Close 5/28 Grayslake, IL Rhodie Frances Trojan (Sweeps) 
Diane Landstrom 

 20 Willamette Valley Samoyed 
Fanciers 

Specialty - Close 6/4 Canby, OR Garvin Tina Grant (Sweeps) 
Rosemary Leist  

 21-22 Mile-High Rottweiler Club  AKC Herding Test & Trial  Fort Morgan, CO Galey Alan Koebke 

 28-29 Buckhorn Valley KC Show - Close 6/11 Loveland, CO Onofrio Sandy Orr / Joan Anselm 

 28-29 Sioux Valley KC Show - Close 6/11 Vermillion, SD Onofrio N/A 

Jul 12-13 Roaring Fork KC Show - Close 6/25 Eagle, CO Onofrio Lynn Peterson / Keke Kahn 

 17 Samoyed Club of Houston Specialty - Close 7/2 Houston, TX Onofrio Jack Hensen (Sweeps) / N/A 
 19-20 Nebraska KC Show - Close 7/2 Omaha, NE Onofrio Anthony DiNardo 

Andrea Schoen 

 25 Grtr Milwaukee Samoyed  Specialty - 7/9 Waukesha, WI Onofrio Lynn Blackbourn (Sweeps) 
Delbert Thacker 

Aug 1-3 Mile-Hi Golden Retriever Club AKC Agility - Open 6/11 Englewood, CO Ascher David Nauer / Judith Flagle 
Joan Meyer 

 14-17 Manhattan Kansas KC 
Topeka KC 

Show - Close 7/29 Topeka, KS Onofrio Pat Hastings 
Keke Kahn / /Patti Long Smith 
Harry Smith 

 16-17 Greeley KC Show - Close 7/30 Greeley, CO Onofrio Marci Spalding / Judith Smith 

 30-31 Cheyenne KC Show - Close 8/13 Cheyenne, WY Onofrio N/A 

Sep 5 Denver Samoyed Association Specialty - Close 8/20 Greeley, CO Hittesdorf Robin Hug (Puppy/Vet Sweeps) 
Jason Loper(Working Sweeps) 
Beth Riley (Breed) 
Leslie Sorenson (Junior) 
C J Evert (Obedience) 

 6-7 Evergreen KC Show - Close 8/20 Greeley, CO Onofrio N/A / Adrian Woodfork 

 20-21 Flatirons KC Obedience - Close 9/3 Longmont, CO Ascher Louise Botko 
Peggy McConnell 

Oct  2 Samoyed Club of America Nat’l Specialty - Close 9/10 Topeka, KS Onofrio Lia Benson /Jean Fournier 
Kathy Bube 

 4-5 Cornhusker KC of Lincoln, NE Show - Close 9/17 Lincoln, NE Onofrio Alberto Berrios / Sandy Orr 

 17-19 Rapid City KC Show - Close 10/1 Rapid City, SD Onofrio Stephen Hubbell 
LaMar Mathias/ Pete Dawkins 

 18-19 Kachina KC Show - Close 10/1 Glendale, AZ Onofrio N/A 

 18-19 Platte Valley KC of Fremont Show - Close 10/1 Fremont, NE Onofrio Betty Krause / Arley Hussin 

2008-2009 Schedule of Events 
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Thank you to Brett Schihl and Shinuk (Nookie) for representing  
Denver Samoyed Rescue in the February 16th Rescue Parade held by  

All Breed Rescue Network at the National Western Stock Show! 



c/o Thalia Peletis, Editor 
8885 West Clifton Avenue 

Littleton, Colorado 
80128-5324 

DSA members  
are committed to the 

protection and advancement  
of the Samoyed breed. 

Denver Samoyed 

Association 

WE�RE ON THE WEB! 
WWW.DENVERSAMOYED.ORG 

 

 

Denver Samoyed Rescue Report 
no HOME, all ALONE      
As of 2/12/08, we have no Sammies available for adoption!  WOOHOO!! 

If you know anyone who might be interested, please call the DSR  at 303-453-1360, or contact one of the Rescue committee members:  
Deb Castro, Andi Mast, Jane Reller, Sue Wangerin, Thalia Peletis, Michele Christian or Pam Arnold.  Thanks! 

February Meeting is Cancelled.  
Enjoy the DSA Designated Specialty and Plum Creek /  

Colorado KC 4-day dog show and sled dog race weekend! 
 

Please contact  Jane Reller  
(jrsilverstar@msn.com / 720-685-3400)  

if you can help with the Meet the Breeds public education booth! 

White Pine Outfitter Collars and 
Leashes  
Soft slip or buckle:   
 9/16" collars @ $10  
 9/16", 4’ & 6' leads @ $12.   
Available colors:  black, new pink, mint, 

purple, red, rose, royal blue, pine, 
teal, and twilight.   

Adjustable collar sizes:   
 small (10"-16"), medium (13"-19"), 

large (15"-24").    

Microchip Gift Certificates -  
$25 for members’ pets  
$35 for non-members’ pets 
We are offering gift certificates for AKC 
Canine Animal Recovery System micro-
chips which includes the registration fee 
for people who live in the Denver and 
Colorado Springs metro areas.  Gift 
certificates can be redeemed  by ap-
pointment with Deb Castro (Denver) or 
Pam Arnold (Colorado Springs).   

IGIVE.com - Ongoing - EASY - EASY!! 
Do you shop online?  If you shop 
through IGive.com (with over 680 mer-
chants), the merchants donate a portion 
of their sales to your Denver Samoyed 
Rescue group.  Last year, DSR was the 
recipient of $200 from a similar program 
when an adopter chose DSR to receive 
the proceeds from his on-line car pur-
chase. 
  

Rescue has several ways that you can support the committee’s efforts to keep our treasury 
healthy so we can save as many smiles as possible.   

If you have any questions or would like to order collars/leads/gift certificates, please let me know at: 
(303) 450-7712 or  loveoursams@msn.com Thank you for your continued support. 

Andi Mast   - Rescue Co-Chairman 


