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Who’s Who 
Officers: 
President:  Andi Mast  922-9577 
Vice President:  Jan Cherne 331-9887 
Recording Secretary: Thalia Peletis 933-0392 
Corresponding Secretary: Sue Wangerin 467-9829 
Treasurer:  Carolyn Bateman 750-1740 
 
Board of Directors: 
Deb Castro     220-7536 Martha Lageschulte 451-1737 
Julie Morris 655-1107 Jane Reller 665-2843 
 
’97 Committee Chairpersons: 
All Breed Match :  The Board 
Awards:  Volunteer needed 
Breeder  Referral: Martha Lageschulte 451-1737 
Breeder’s Showcase: The Board 
Cheer:  Deb Sencenbaugh 223-8238 
DSA Liaison to SCA: Martha Lageschulte  451-1737 
Historian/Librarian: Tom Lisec 741-5778 
Hospitality:  Denise Baugh 438-7235
  Steve Baugh   
Membership:  Sue Wangerin 467-9829 
Program:  Tom Lisec 741-5778 
Public Education: Volunteer needed 
Local Specialty Show: Jane Reller 665-2843 
Sam-O-Gram:  Thalia Peletis 933-0392 
Sammy Rescue:  Carolyn Bateman 750-1740 
  Deb Castro 220-7536 
  Linda Kitzman 794-7136 
  Hiedi Nieman 660-1472 
Specialty Match:  The Board 
Tournament:  Nancy Golden 838-5271 
Ways & Means:  Denise Baugh 438-7235 
  Steve Baugh 
Working Dog:  Michele Schmitt 770-2167 
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Introduction to Agility 
By  J. L. Gauntt, JLGauntt@aol.com. Copyright 1995 by the Author.  
 
Basics of Agility 
 
Dog agility is a sport in which a handler is given a set amount of time in which to 
direct a dog off-leash through an obstacle course. Originally loosely modeled on 
equestrian stadium jumpers competitions, the sport has evolved its own additional 
obstacles, scoring systems and performance ideals. Agility made its debut as an 
entertainment for spectators at the Crufts Dog Show in 1979; it has since become 
the most rapidly growing dog sport in England, Western Europe and North 
America. Spectators continue today to get caught up watching the dog and 
handler's enthusiasm in their athletic race against the clock.  
 
In the United States, there are several national organizations for agility which 
sanction tests or trials held by local dog training clubs. Trials which are based on 
the original international rules and specifications call for the highest level of agility 

(Continued on page 11) 
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June 16, 1997 - Membership Meeting    
Present: 
Brenda Abbott Tom Lisec      
Carolyn Bateman Andi Mast 
Denise Baugh Bob Mast 
Deb Castro Julie Morris 
Jan Cherne Thalia Peletis 
Jayne Clark Jane Reller 
Sterling Clark Michelle Schmitt 
Nancy Golden Kris Schopfer 
Colleen Groseth Bob Sencenbaugh 
Linda Kitzman Debbie Sencenbaugh 
Martha Lageschulte Sue Wangerin 
 
Guest: Ellen Young 
 
-Meeting was called to order at 7:25 pm by Andi Mast. 
-Review of the 05/19/97 membership meeting minutes 
for corrections.  
Minutes were approved as written. 
 
-President’s Report, Andi Mast: 
• A Board Meeting was held 05/20/1997.  Correction to 

05/20/1997 board meeting minutes:  Deb Castro 
stated the $170.00 for DSR Rescue Apparel was an 
expense, not income.   

• AKC has issued a flyer indicating the dangers of 
summer heat and it’s effect on dogs. 

• Plum Creek Kennel Club has inquired if our club is 
interested in contributing to their Breeder’s Directory 
for the State of Colorado.  In other states this has 
benefitted veterinarians, breeders and the public.  The 
cost is $10.  Please see Committee Report- Breeder 
Referral for club’s decision. 

• Breeder Showcase will be held at Buckingham Square 
Mall, Aurora, CO on July 26th and 27th.. 

• DSA will hold an All Breed Fun Match at Morris Park, 
Lakewood, CO on August 24th. 

-Secretary’s Report, Thalia Peletis: 
Newsletters to pass around. 
-Treasurer’s Report, Carolyn Bateman 
General Fund: $1986.38.  $277.50 profit has been made 
on grocery certificates to date. 
Rescue Fund: $1005.97.  $1000 was paid on 5/27/97.  
Our Boarding bill for the period: 5/20 - 6/17 was $440. 
-Corresponding Secretary’s Report, Sue Wangerin:  
Notebook to pass around. 
-Committee Reports- 
All Breed Match - The Board. 
August 24th Morris Park - 20th and Carr, Lakewood, CO.  
The plan includes offering an agility course.  Please 
contact a Board member is you wish to volunteer to 
help. Please see our flyer on page 8. 
Awards - No Report. 
Breeder Referral - Martha Lageschulte 
Martha has received a number of calls.   Please call her 
if you have puppies to place or are seeking a puppy. 
Motion was made and seconded to pay for one 
representative for the whole club in PCKC Breeder’s 
Directory.  The representative would be DSA’s Breeder 
Referral person.  The motion was passed. 
Breeder’s Showcase/Public Education - The Board. 
The Breeder’s Showcase will be held at Buckingham 
Square Mall, Aurora, CO, on July 26th and 27th.  Please 
contact a Board member if you wish to volunteer to help. 
Cheer - No Report. 
Debbi Secenbaugh has volunteered for Cheer 
chairperson. Thank you for volunteering Debbi! 

DSA Liaison to SCA- Martha Lageschulte. 
Due to technical problems, the quarterly report will 
appear in the next issue of the SCA Bulletin. 
Historian/Librarian - Tom Lisec- Library is available. 
Hospitality - Denise Baugh - No Report. 
Membership -  Sue Wangerin 
Ellen Young’s application for membership was read. 
Tonight’s meeting is the third meeting Ellen has 
attended.   
Program - Tom Lisec 
July’s program is “Exhibitor Rights in the Ring” 
presented by Al Odum, AKC representative. 
Sam-O-Gram - Thalia Peletis 
July 11th is the deadline for articles for the next issue. 
Sammy Rescue - Deb Castro 
• DSR Report: 

• Placed 2 dogs. 
• Referred 2 families to shelters who adopted 

Sams. 
• Refused 2 dogs. 
• Gabby and Sincei no longer on list. 

• Need volunteers for follow-up calls for families who 
have adopted a rescue Sam.  Contact Deb if you are 
interested in helping. 

• A Thank You / Good Luck in Retirement Plaque for 
Jim and Joann Alford - to be retired owners DogTown 
Kennel was passed around. 

• DogTown  Kennel’s future is not yet determined. 
• A Craft Fair/Garage Sale will be held in Woodland 

Park on August 8th.  Proceeds will support DSR.  All 
donations for the garage sale are accepted except 
clothing.   

• Sign up for the Central City Casino Bus Trip.  
Proceeds will support DSR.  Linda will check if the bus 
can make a pickup on the west side of town.  

Specialty Match - No Report. 
Martha reported the set date is September 6th. Sterne 
Park is the tentative location. 
Tournament - Nancy Golden. 
The Tournament will also be held Sept 6th, and same 
location as the specialty match.  The format of the 
tournament will the same as held in previous years.  
Ring Stewards are needed.  Contact Nancy Golden if 
you wish to ring steward. 
Trophies  - No report. 
Ways & Means - Steve & Denise Baugh 
• Martha reported that Terry-All KC needs Ring 

Stewards.  June 28th and 29th.  Contact Martha ASAP 
if you wish to volunteer.  Martha believes that we will 
earn $36 per ring.  Samoyeds will be judged at 9:00 
AM on both days. 

• Thalia reported $400 dollars was earned via the 
Englewood Garden Center Certificate Fund Raiser.   

Working Dog - Michele Schmitt : 
• A pack hike will be held on Sunday June 22nd - 9:00 

am.  Meet at Janet White’s place, in Divide, CO.  
Contact Michele if you are interested in signing up. 

• Continental Divide Herding Association is holding a 
Herding Instinct Test on July 5th in Hudson, CO.  

Specialty -Jane Reller: 
*Motion was made and seconded to suspend the regular 
membership meeting and convene the Specialty 
meeting.  Meeting chair was turned over to Jane Reller. 
Jane spoke to Daphane Lowe 97’ Show Secretary to 
discuss issues the club raised about her services: 
• In 1997 she is the Show Secretary for the Samoyed 

specialty only.   
(Continued on page 3) 
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• She will spend night before specialty in Denver. 
• She will find new printer service.  
• She will not accept fax or credit card entries. 
• She will have checklist to confirm everything is taken 

care of prior to the show. 
• She will have a catalog ready for prior review by Jane.  

Martha brought up the point that may not be allowed by 
AKC, that only the Superintendent or Show Secretary 
can see the catalog.  Jane will check with AKC the 
rules on who can preview the catalog for accuracy prior 
to the event.. 

• She will charge us the same fee - $2.50 per dog. 
• She will review the premium list prior to being sent out. 
• Jane asked if we liked ribbons last year. Yes said the 

membership.  However, the DSA Logo is too busy for 
printing.  Jane suggested we simplify logo.  Jan Cherne 
suggested just placing “DSA” on ribbons or smaller 
mediums instead of the club logo.  This is the norm she 
has seen at other local specialties.    

• Judges 
• Jane presented the ballot with the current 

nominated judge’s list, including their cost.  Also, 
included was Shirley Magini’s cost without PCKC 
picking up rest of her assignments. 

• Baseline cost if judge charges by dogs is 
approximately $300.  Last year we paid $277. 

••••    If Obedience judge Carole Joy Evert of Blue 
Springs Training Center is chosen, then please 
do not train under her as of 1/1/98. 

• Bob Sencenbaugh mentioned that Judy Mears 
wanted the club to know she appreciated the 
nomination. 

••••    The membership voted on the nominated 
judges. The final results are as follows: 

••••    Shirley Mangini - Breed. 
••••    Carol Joy Evert - Obedience. 
••••    Joe Hug - Working Sweeps. 
••••    Martha Lageschulte - Puppy Sweeps. 

• Trophy Committee - Jan Cherne 
• Sue Wangerin and Julie Morris are committee 

volunteers. 
• The following non-regular classes and 

corresponding trophies will be offered in addition 
to Puppy Sweeps & Working Sweeps: 

 - Veteran: dogs/bitches    - Stud Dog 
 - Sled: dogs/bitches    - Brood Bitch 
 - Brace 
• Darlene Wilson has donated “Test Run”  print and 

all proceeds from the will go to Rescue.  Either a 
Silent Auction or Raffle will be used to gain 
proceeds. The raffle license would cost the club 
$65/year.  Jan will bring the print to the July 
meeting to be previewed. 

* A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the 
Specialty meeting and reconvene the regular 
membership meeting.  Meeting chair was turned over to 
Andi Mast. 
-Unfinished Business: 
Andi Mast facilitated the vote on the 1998 Due Increase 
Motion.  The motion was made in the 04/21/97 
membership meeting. The motion stated the new dues 
for 1998 would be  $15 -individual, $20 - family, $5 - 
junior.  Brenda Abbott asked what precipitated the need 
for an increase.  Andi restated the explanation made 
during the 4/21/97 meeting.  It takes approximately $1500 
to operate the club.  Currently, $500 is brought in through 
dues. Therefore, each year $1000 needs to be earned 

through fundraisers to make up the difference.  The vote 
was taken on the 1998 Dues Increase Motion.  The 
motion was passed.   
-New Business: 
A motion made to increase dues for 1999 to $20 - 
individual, $25 - family, $7.50 - junior.  Motion seconded.   
A long discussion took place regarding this motion.  The 
vote was taken on the 1999 Dues Increase Motion.  The 
motion was rejected. 
 
Andi mentioned idea that job descriptions are needed for 
each chair/board/officer position. This would help 
potential volunteers understand the position and the level 
of effort required.  Thalia stated she will look through past 
recording secretary books for those job descriptions that 
used to be maintained by the club. Debbi Sencenbaugh 
suggested that current job holder could mentor 
incumbent volunteer for 6 months.  It was also suggested 
that starting at the September ’97 meeting we begin 
passing the committee sign-up sheet for 1998 chairs.  
Currently, the Board is acting as 3 of the committee 
chairpersons, due to lack of volunteers. 
 
A discussion insued about past negative comments  
about club members judging Puppy Sweeps.  It was 
suggested the club alternates each year between club 
and non-club members.  This would provide a means to 
support our own member’s as well as others.   It included 
that this was a good guideline. Another viewpoint stated 
that this might force the club in the future to make a 
choice it may not be able to afford.   It was also stated 
that the nominations are accepted at multiple meetings 
by the present. The final choice is determined by a 
majority vote of the membership present.  
-Barks and Growls: 
Growl - 
Bob S. for Judy Mears - Kit was put down this week - CH. 
Trailblazer Circuit Breaker. 
Bark -  
Deb - Andy earned a 3 pt major in Albuquerque on his 1st 
time out. 
Linda - Chuck went BOB both days at the Longmont 
shows. 
Carolyn - CC went BOB her 2nd major,  under Betty 
Leninger, and also received a Group 2 under Houston 
Clark. 
Carolyn -  Candi took BOB at the Casper show. 
Heidi - Tahoe, Saratoga’s Like a Rock went Winners 
Dog, his 1st points under Gerald Schwartz. 
           Tahoe also went Winners Dog from 6-9 months 
class, 5 points, under Phil Norris, Chicagoland Samoyed 
Specialty. 
          Rio, Saratoga’s Blame it on Rio went BOS - 
Sweepstakes under Kathy Lensen, Chicagoland 
Samoyed Specialty. 
Nancy - Jake took a Group 4 under Patricia Gellerman 
Jan - Rover  took 2 more points under Alice Downing. 
 
-Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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1998 Local Specialty Judges   

 
Name 

 
Event 

PCKC/CKC or Local 
Judge? 

 
Cost 

Shirley Mangini  Conformation California 1 night hotel 
Carol Joy Evert Obedience Local $30 
Martha Lageschulte Puppy Sweeps Local No Charge.  Invitation to banquet. 
Joe Hug Working Sweeps Local No Charge 

Volunteers Needed  
Event or Activity When  Where Who to Contact 

Breeder’s Showcase 7/26 & 7/27 Buckingham Square Mall 
Aurora, CO 

Any Board Member 

DSA’s All Breed Fun Match 8/24/97 Morse Park - 20th and 
Carr 
Lakewood, CO 

Any Board Member 

DSA’s Specialty Match  9/6/97 Sterne Park - Tentative  Any Board Member 
DSA’s Tournament 9/6/97 Sterne Park - Tentative Nancy Golden @ 838-5271 
DSR - Make follow-up phone calls to  
families who have adopted a rescue Sam 

As Needed — Deb Castro @ 220-7536 

• Dogs don't cry. 
• Dogs love it when your friends come over.  
• Dogs don't care if you use their shampoo.  
• Dogs think you sing great. 
• A dog's time in the bathroom is confined to a quick 

drink.  
• Dogs don't expect you to call when you are running 

late. 
• The later you are the more excited dogs are to see 

you.  
• Dogs will forgive you for playing with other dogs. 
• Dogs don't notice if you call them by another dog's 

name.  
• Dogs are excited by rough play. 
• Dogs don't mind if you give their offspring away.  
• Dogs love red meat. 
• Dogs can appreciate excessive body hair.  
• Anyone can get a good-looking dog. 
• If a dog is gorgeous, other dogs don't care.  
• Dogs don't shop. 
• Dogs like it when you leave lots of things on the 

floor.  
• A dog's disposition stays the same all month long. 
• Dogs never need to examine the relationship.  
• A dog's parents never visit. 
• Dogs love long car trips. 
• Dogs understand' that instincts are better than 

asking for directions. 

• Dogs understand that all animals smaller than dogs 
were made to be hunted.  When a dog gets old and 
starts to snap at you incessantly, you can shoot it. 

• Dogs don't hate their bodies. 
• No dog ever put on 100 pounds after reaching 

adulthood.  
• Dog never criticize 
• Dogs agree that you have to raise your voice to get 

your point across. 
• Dogs never expect gifts. 
• It's legal to keep a dog chained up at your house.  
• Dogs don't worry about germs. 
• Dogs don't want to know about every other dog you 

ever had.  
• Dogs like to do their snooping outside as opposed 

to in your wallet, desk, and the back of your sock 
drawer. 

• Dogs don't let magazine articles guide their lives. 
• Dogs would rather have you buy them a hamburger 

dinner than a lobster dinner. 
• You never have to wait for a dog. 
• They're ready to go 24 hours a day. 
• Dogs have no use for flowers, cards, or jewelry.  
• Dogs don't borrow your shirts. 
• Dogs never want foot-rubs. 
• Dogs can't talk. 
• Dogs aren't catty. 
• Dogs seldom outlive you. 

A Little Humor 
Why Dogs are Better Than Women 
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SAM-O-GRAM 
Treasury Report 

Treasury Report for May & June 
June 16, 1997 - GENERAL FUND 

 
4/21/97 Ending Balance  $1,878.38 
Deposits: 
 3/19/97 $1,237.00 
 3/22/97    2,487.00 
 6/16/97      385.00 
Total Deposits:   $4,109.00 
 
Checks Paid Out: 
 #772 King Soopers  1,455.00   
 Certificates 
 #773 Denver Samoyed Rescue   700.00   
 Boarding   
 #774 King Soopers     485.00   
 Certificates  
 #775 Safeway     485.00   
 Certificates 
 #776  City of Lakewood     100.00 
  All Breed Match site 
 #777 King Soopers     776.00 
  Certificates 
    
Total Checks Paid Out:    4,001.00 
Ending Balance 6/16/97  $1,986.38 
 
This report prepared by Carolyn M. Bateman,  
DSA Treasurer 
 
Deposit Breakdown: 
 5/19/97- K. Soopers/Safeway   1,092.50 
             - Sam-O-Gram       7.50 
            - Englewood Garden Ctr   125.00  
             - Dues     10.00 
                - Barks       2.00 
       1,237.00 
 5/22/97 -Englewood Garden Ctr     75.00   
 - K.Soopers &Safeway  2,400.00      
  - Barks     12.00 
       2,487.00 
 6/16/97 - Safeway   200.00 
  - Englewood Garden Ctr   125.00 
*  - ‘97 Spec Trophy     60.00 
              385.00 
Total Deposits    $4,109.00 
Grocery Certificate profits to date: $277.50 
* Denotes Specialty Items. 

Treasury Report for May & June 
June 16, 1997 - RESCUE FUND 

 

4/21/97 Ending Balance  $    689.87 
Deposits: 
 3/19/97 $   215.00 
 3/22/97       709.00 
 6/16/97      645.00 
Total Deposits:   $ 1,569.00 
 
Checks Paid Out: 
 #1032  Deb Castro      160.20 
  Vet Bills 
 #1033 Deb Castro        50.00   
 Pet Care License Application   
 #1034 Carolyn Bateman          9.00  
 Adams Cty Adoption Fee  
 #1035   Jim Alford (Dogtown)   1,000.00  
 Boarding 
 #1036  Broadview Animal Clinic        29.70 
  Vet Bill 
  
 
Total Checks Paid Out:    1,248.90 
Bank Service Charges           4.00 
Ending Balance 6/16/97  $1,005.97 
 
This report prepared by Carolyn M. Bateman,  
DSA Treasurer 
 
Deposit Breakdown: 
 5/19/97- Adoption Fee $200.00 
             - Donation     15.00 
       $  215.00    
 5/22/97 -DSA   700.00   
 - Adams Cty Refund       9.00 
          709.00 
 6/16/97 - Items     20.00 
  - Donations   385.00  
       - Adoptions Fees   240.00 
              645.00  
 
 
 
 
Total Deposits    $1,569.00 
 

 

DSR Thank You Note 

Denver Samoyed Rescue wishes to thank the following  
individuals for their financial contribution: 
 Suzanne Cowan    Michelle Mains 
 Kent and Donna Dannen  Chris Denkins   
 Sue Wangerin   Sharon Graw  
 and three donors who wish to remain anonymous 
  
Sammy Smiles to each of you - the big, white, fluffies appreciate your generosity!!! 
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Editor Note: This article is via the Samoyed 
Association of Minneapolis-St.Paul, May 1997 
newsletter.  It is reprinted with permission by the 
author.  
 
A Sammy enters the pen with three sheep.  From 
deep within the instinctual nature of the Samoyed 
arises a knowledge and excitement.  He looks at 
the sheep.  What is this?  He watches them shift 
nervously, aware of his presence.  He sniffs the 
dirt.  He takes a step, and the sheep move 
away...the light bulb goes on.  A primitive 
remembering arises and the Sammy actively 
begins moving toward the sheep. 
 
If you were handling the Sammy and this was in 
instinct test, you would have simply brought the dog 
into the pen and let it go.  The judge does the rest.  
The “light bulb” may go immediately, or takes awhile.  
Barb Gage made an intriguing comment to me recently 
that other breeds have selectively bred for herding 
instinct, and although Sammy breeders haven’t placed 
a focus upon it, it’s well preserved in our dogs.  They 
KNOW what they’re to do with those sheep.  It’s a 
glorious thing to see your dog do what 
he or she was bred to do hundreds 
and even thousands of years ago.    
 
Herding is really an adaptation of 
wild hunting behavior.  Prey animals 
such as sheep, deer, and cattle 
protect themselves by gathering in 
herds where a group behavior 
predominates.  They move as one, 
constantly alert to the threat of a 
predator, be it a wolf, cougar or human.  There is a 
natural tendency among predators to begin culling out 
a single animal, perhaps a weaker one, or one who 
doesn’t respond fast enough to the threat.  Wanda 
Krauss explained to me something of the difference 
between predators and prey, and since we are 
predators we understand dogs more easily.  Horses 
“spook” at anything, or nothing, for example.  Their 
inclination to turn and run is instinctive because in the 
wild their lives often depended upon their capacity to 
sense danger.  Instead of running, the predator 
chases.  The predator instinct is played upon when the 
dogs see a squirrel or even in playing with a squeaky 
toy.  That “squeak” is a sound like a mouse or 
chipmunk would make when cornered or hurt.  It plays 
into the dog’s basic drives.  I still remember when I 
was a child and my grandmother was furious because 
our Samoyed chased and killed a number of her 
peacocks.  I’m sure it would have done no good to tell 
my grandmother that Nikkia was just following her 
instincts.   
 
In the wild, the dogs approach a herd and attempt to 
cut the weak or slow animal and kill it.  In a herding 
situation the instinct is controlled so that the dog 
assists in keeping the herd intact, usually by voice 
commands or use of a stick or staff.   
 
There are different styles of herding.  My dog plays 
with a “dog play group” at 6AM.  It’s a group of mostly 
males from all breeds.  The border collie of the group 

is constantly trying to herd everyone, lying down far 
out on the sidelines and eyeing the dogs, then bolting 
to keep everyone in check. 
 
Sammies herd more like Australian Shepherds with 
what is called a “loose eye.”  They don’t crouch as 
much, or dominate by eye contact.  They gleefully run 
around, sometimes barking, but not directly eyeing the 
sheep.  The barking may cease as they become more 
confident. 
 
Almost all the Sammies in our club’s last instinct 
testing last fall passed their first leg the very first time 
in the ring.  The second leg involves control by the 
handler.  The object of herding is to keep the dog from 
splitting up the herd as it would in the wild and keep 
the stock where the handler wants them.  Voice 
commands such as “down” keep the dog from moving 
the sheep too fast.  The other major command is the 
control to get the dog to come off the sheep.  To 
master these two commands and successfully move 
the sheep up and down the arena two times earns 
your dog it’s second leg and herding 

degree.   These provide points 
towards the certificates from our 
local SAMS club, and at the SCA 

level. 
 

The Samoyed is one of only two breeds 
that qualify for herding degrees outside 

the herding group. The other is the 
Rottweiler. 

 
There are two local judges that are heavily 
involved in herding.  Marie Murphy is an AKC 

judge, as well as AHBA (American Herding Breeds 
Association) and judged herding at our national when it 
was in LaCrosse, WI.  She lives near Red Wing.  
Judge Joanna Yund lives in Stillwater.  Both have 
sheep and make arrangements for herding 
opportunities. 
 
I was able to get hold of Marie Murphy by phone and 
learned a great deal!  She has done lots of work with 
Sammies and likes them because she said they are 
similar to her breed, Australian Shepherds.  They’re 
both “loose eyed” dogs, and tend to work closer to the 
stock than border collies.  Sams and Aussies stay 
close to the “flight zone” which is an area where the 
sheep are comfortable.  If a dog steps into a flight 
zone, the sheep immediately begin to react.  “Dog 
broke sheep” are used in the beginning because they 
have about a tighter 6 foot flight zone.  In training more 
advanced herding dogs Marie said she used “lighter 
sheep” with wider flight zones and that split and run, 
sometimes heading for “the next county.” 
 
Another similarity in herding techniques between 
Sammies and Aussies include their tendency to circle 
a great deal and “grip” or nip at the stock to get them 
moving.  Border collies can be more aggressive and 
there’s that tendency to work far off the sheep.  
Aussies move in very close and will even bump sheep 
with their shoulders, although Marie said she hasn’t 
seen Sammies do that.  Sammies will sometimes 

(Continued on page 7) 
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resort to barking to get the sheep to move. 
 
Marie said she can begin evaluating puppies as early 
as 9 weeks.  She’s basically looking for a dog that is 
smart and bold enough to want to engage the stock.  
Dog’s or puppies who are unsure of the 
situation will amble around, maybe go potty, 
or any of a number of “avoidance” 
techniques.  Some go 80 miles an hour, which 
is good, and some actually begin to “wear” 
the sheep.  That term applies to the 
movement back and forth that keeps the 
stock grouped or moving.  With puppies she 
sometimes uses ducks.  In addition to herding 
instinct she evaluates them for the same things we 
would do (temperament, conformation, etc.), but the 
“smart” or “obnoxious” ones usually make good 
working dogs.  Sometimes a pup needs a little different 
environment to get the hand of it, so she tries them in 
her inside pen, or outside, and at different ages.   If it’s 
an older dog that has never seen stock before, she’ll 
often recommend you just let it watch for awhile. 
 
In advanced herding Marie looking to finish working trial 
champions, and her dogs hold a variety of titles 

including AKC conformation championships and 
obedience.   She is a “Hall of Fame” kennel, an 
acknowledgement that she has successfully finished 25 
dogs to high level degrees.  She’s been in dogs for 25 
years, but the last 16 have been devoted seriously to 
working dogs.  Three years ago she convinced her 
husband to let her use cattle, often young calves, for 
herding.  It’s definitely a country life for a woman who 
grew up in the city. 
 
Marie does judging and training because she loves 
dogs and because she truly enjoys seeing those “light 

bulbs” go on.  She speaks fondly of Sammies and 
would like to see them begin into the higher levels 

of herding. 
 

For further information on getting involved in 
herding please contact Pam Landers at 218-

568-5016 or Barb Gage at 937-2572.  My thanks to 
Marie Murphy for being so generous with her time, and 
to Pam Landers and Barb Gage for inspiring me and for 
basic information. 
 
Suzie Black 

(Continued from page 6) 

 

SAM-O-GRAM 
Preserving the Herding Instinct in Samoyeds 

 

Congratulations to the following Samoyeds who recently earned their 
Herding Instinct Certificates under Judge Dave Weatherspoon: 
 
••••    KeeSha - owned by Michelle Schmitt. 
••••    Sugar and Kit Kat owned by Bob and Debbi Sencenbaugh. 
••••    Winter, Kashare, and 2 - 18 week old Puppy Dogs owned by Kent and 

Donna Dannen. 
 

Herding Terms 

Avoidance Sniffing, pottying, eating sheep poop or generally not engaging in herding. 

Dog Broke Stock that are accustomed to dogs. 

Dead Dog Broke Stock that let dogs do most anything. 

Flight Zone Area within which the sheep feel comfortable. 

Lighter Sheep More flightly stock, presenting a challenge for the handler by more 
unpredicatable movement. 

Loose eyed Don’t spend a lot of time making eye contact with sheep. 

Grip Dogs nipping at the stock. 

Wearing Moving back and forth around stock.  

DSA Herding Dogs  
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SAM - 0 - GRAM  
All-Breed Fun Match Notice  

A Fun-Filled Day of All-Breed  
Conformation and Obedience

Morse Park 
20th and Carr

Sunday, August 24, 1997

Show and Go Obedience: 
 Registration:   8:00 a.m.  Judging:  8:15 a.m. 

     Classes:  Utility, Open, Novice, and Sub-Novice 
Conformation: 

 Registration:  8:00 a.m.  Judging:  9:00 a.m. 
   Samoyeds:  8:30 a.m. 

All groups plus Junior Showmanship.  Puppies and Adults separate.  

$5.00 per entry/$4.00 for each additional entry of same dog

Please pick up after your dog.  Bags will be provided.   
We appreciate your cooperation so we can keep our show site.  

Thanks for your help!

For information call: Andi Mast  @ 922-9577 or Jane Reller @ 665-2843

Presented by:

To be announced

Judges

Volunteers are needed to help! 
Please Call Jan Cherne @ 331-9887 
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Denver Samoyed Rescue  
Presents a Howling Good Time 

 in Central City, CO. 
 
When:   Saturday, July 19, 1997 
       6:00 - 11:00 PM 
 
Where:  Central Palace Casino 
 
Cost:     $25.00 per Couple 
 
Includes: 
♦♦♦♦    Transportation (from ACC Parking Lot) 
♥♥♥♥    Prime Rib Dinner 
♣♣♣♣    Fun Book (drinks, ice cream, Blackjack & more) 
 
 For Reservations Call Linda @ 794-7138    
 Donations also accepted. 

Denver Samoyed Rescue Fundraiser Events 

Garage Sale / Bazaar 
 
When :   Friday, August 8th, 1997 
   10 AM - 6 PM 
 
Where:   Ute Pass Cultural Center 
   210 East Midland  
   Woodland Park , CO 
 
If you have any items (except clothing) you wish to donate, please call 
Deb Castro at 220-7536.   
 
All proceeds will benefit Denver Samoyed Rescue. 
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SAM - 0 - GRAM  
What the Rescue Dogs Have Taught Me 
By Janet White,  tsuki@usa.net  

 
It's been a little over a year now since I started my volunteer 

work for Denver Samoyed Rescue.  I had read so many rescue 
stories on Samfans, the internet discussion list,  and each one tugged 
at my heart.  That was when I knew I needed to help.  At first I just 
wanted to help the dogs...little did I know how much they would end 
up helping and teaching me. 
 When I learned the basics of how DSR worked, it became clear 
to me that this was the best way for me to enter the dog world.  
Helping with rescue would be 
a way for me to test myself to 
see if I could handle the 
responsibility of following up 
on any puppies I might bring 
into this world.  I wondered if 
I would be able to handle 
taking back a dog, retraining 
it, and helping it to find a 
new, permanent home.  I felt, 
and still do, that if I couldn't 
handle doing rescue, 
including foster care and 
euthanasia,  I had no 
business in even entertaining 
the idea of breeding.  I have 
learned much about myself 
in the past year concerning 
this, much of which I am 
pleased to see.  So far, my 
husband and I have fostered 
Candy, Raja, Niki, Bear, 
Ozlo, Michelo and Kodi.  Some 
stayed for only a few days 
while others were our guests for months.  Each of these seven dogs, 
along with theothers I've help to transport or place, have taught me 
more than I could ever have dreamt when I first asked if I could help. 
 Having a chance to see, and put my hands on these dogs has 
helped me with learning about structure.  Being new to the dog world, 
I see this as a difficult task that requires years of learning.  These 
dogs have given me the gift of helping to raise the learning curve.  
Not only am I better able to pick out a dog's strengths and 
weaknesses, but I also have a much better grasp on estimating ages.  
Some of the dogs had glaring faults along with some features wigh 
exemplified the standard.  While I still have much to learn, the rescue 
dogs are teaching me to pick up on the more subtle differences 
between dogs that I see in the ring.  If I ever do decide to breed and 
can contribute something positive to the breed, I can credit these 
dogs for helping to teach me...in this way, they too, will help 
contribute to the betterment of the breed. 
 Foster care is not an easy task.  However, it cannot be as 
difficult as properly raising a litter of puppies.  A person with another 
breed rescue group once told me that if someone has time enough to 
raise a litter of puppies, then they have time to help rescue when they 
have no puppies.  This is something I hope to apply to my own life as 
long as I am active in the dog world. 
 Yes, I may be putting my own dogs at the risk of catching 
something when I bring home a rescue dog to foster.  Yet I believe it 
is no more of a risk than taking them to a dog show, training class, 
PetSmart for a bath, or visiting with neighbor dogs.  Our dogs always 
have their vaccinations kept up to date and the rescue dogs get theirs 
before entering our home.  The benefits of fostering a rescue dog far 
outweigh these risks in my mind. 
 I've learned to better communicate with our own dogs and our 
"guests" because we do choose to foster.  Each foster dog has taught 
us something new about  training.  I've learned various ways to leash 
train, crate train, teach basic house manners, and how to gently help 
a dog enjoy being groomed.  I've also learned much more about pack 
dynamics, various medical problems, and how to evaluate a dog's 

personality.  Basically, though, the dogs have taught me how to be a 
better owner. 
 The most difficult thing about fostering dogs for my husband 
and myself is learning to openly love somebody else's dog.  We never 
know who the dog will belong to, but as we learn volumes about the 
dog, a picture of the perfect owner for that dog begins to emerge.  We 
know what we learn will help shorten that dog's stay in rescue and 
help the new owners ease the transition..   
 Each dog I've helped to place, whether a foster dog or not, has 
forced me to think about what I would require from my puppy people 

to help ensure they will keep the dog for life.  The reasons 
people surrender dogs always amaze me.  Moving, having a 
baby, or a houseproud owner are common reasons, but in 
rescue I've also seen them surrendered because the owners 
didn't learn about the breed before purchasing that cute puppy.  
People say they didn't know the dog would get that big, or would 
be so hairy, or want to be an inside dog.  Because of this, I am 
also now much more aware of how carefully puppies must be 
placed to help avoid their becoming unwanted or a backyard 
breeder's or puppy mill's stud dog or brood bitch.  Some of the 
dogs that have come through rescue have obviously come from 
where good lines from reputable breeders end up crossing with 
"Fluffy and Muffy" lines.  Properly helping to match the right 
approved family with the right puppy is something I already 
worry about even though I'm a long way fom even considering 
breeding.  The rescue dogs have helped to calm my worries. 
The rescue dogs have also taught me to hold my tongue more 
and listen when encountering someone who has failed a dog as 
an owner, or isn't supportive of rescue in general.  The more I 

listen, the more I learn how to 
address these people without 
offending.  Spouting off all the 
angry things I can think does 
nothing but create 
problems...these issues need 
to be addressed with tact, 
which I have found to best be 
accomplished by simply 
listening carefully to what 
these people say and 
respecting their opinion even if 
it differs from mine. 
 As I look through the 
pictures of some of the rescue 
dogs we've helped in the past 
year, I am astounded at what 
good teachers they have been 
for me.  I am also thankful I 
have chosen this path to enter 
the dog world.  I gain such 
satisfaction in watching a dog 
blossom under good care, and 
then later seeing that dog 
happy and content with its new 
family.   

 To the rescue dogs that have taught me in the past, and to 
those who will teach me even more in the future, I thank you! 
  
 
 
This article may not  be reprinted without written permission from the 
author.  

“Bear” 

“Niki” 
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SAM - 0 - GRAM  
Introduction to Agility 

from the dogs both in terms of speed and the physical ability to 
perform the obstacles. There are also domestic varieties of the sport 
that call for less actual agility (by using lower jump heights and 
smaller obstacles) from the dog and focus more on the handling 
aspects of the game.  
 
There are several obstacles common to all the different organizations:  
(Pictured Clockwise Below) 
1) A-Frame 4) Weave Poles 7) Pause Table 
2) Dog Walk 5) Tire or Hoop Jump 8) Collapsed Tunnel 
3) See Saw 6) Various Types of Jumps  9) Open Tunnel 
 
The obstacles used in agility have been designed with both safety 
and spectator appeal in mind. All jumps have easily displaceable bars 
so that the dog should not experience injury should he misjudge and 
take down a jump bar. All obstacles that the dog must physically scale 
have 'contact' zones painted on the equipment; the contact zones 
enforce safe training techniques since handlers know that dogs will be 
faulted unless one or more feet are in the contact zones when 
ascending/descending these contact obstacles. All contact equipment 
surfaces are roughened for good traction in both dry and wet weather.  
 
In competition, the obstacles are arranged in various course 
configurations, always unique from trial to trial, that offer levels of 
challenges appropriate to the class and experience level of the dogs 
competing. The handler must direct their dog around the course in the 
sequence that has been predetermined by the judge. At the entry 

levels of competitions, courses contain few complications and are 
more of a test to prove the dog can competently perform the 
equipment within a reasonable amount of time. As the dog and 
handler earn their way into successively higher levels, the courses 
increase in complexity and begin to require split second timing and 
coordination between the handler and dog in order to accomplish the 
course within the 'Standard Course Time' (SCT) established by the 
judge.  
 
The rules are fairly simple; handlers may give an unlimited number of 
commands or signals to their dogs, but may not touch either the 
equipment or the dog. Dogs are 'faulted' for actions such as taking 
down a jump bar, failing to put one or more feet in the safety or 
contact zone when ascending/descending contact equipment, taking 
obstacles out of sequence, and running past or stopping before the 
next obstacle to be performed. Time penalties are additionally 
assessed against dogs that exceed the SCT.  
 
Dogs compete only against dogs of similar height at the withers within 
a fixed number of jump height divisions. The number of height 
divisions and the ranges of dog heights assigned to a height division 
(and therefore the difficulty factor) differ considerably from 
organization to organization. Regardless of the organization, the dog 
with the lowest number of faults and the fastest time wins the class or 
height division.  
 
Breeds Involved 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Agility trials are open to all dogs, both purebred and mixed breed (with 
the exception of those sanctioned by the AKC, which restricts trials to 
AKC-registered dogs only) . Dogs of medium build that come from 
breeds and/or lines of breeding that have retained their original working 
abilities tend to be the most successful in agility competitions. However, 
not only does no one breed dominate agility trials, outstanding 
individuals of nearly every breed are seen performing well both in local 
and national events.  
 
Because of the athletic requirements of the sport, dogs that are less 
agile by nature of conforming to the physical structure typical for their 
breed are only rarely seen or successful in the forms of the sport 
conforming to international rules (USDAA and AAC). These dogs can 
be successful however at the domestic forms requiring less actual 
physical agility (AKC, UKC and NADAC). This applies primarily to the 
larger, giant breeds and to some extent the short-legged, long backed 
breeds.  
 
Ages 
 
Dogs must be at least 6 (UKC) or 12 (AKC) months of age to participate 
in trials held under domestic rule variations and at least eighteen 
months of age to compete in trials held under international rules 
(USDAA, AAC, and NADAC).  
 
Although agility training is best started with a young adult dog, some 
agility training can be appropriate for young puppies; this includes 
tunnel work, jumps lower than elbow height, and basic control training. 
Contact equipment work (i.e. A-frames, Dog Walks, and See-saws) 
should be delayed and/or kept very low until the puppy has developed 
the necessary physical coordination to negotiate a plank suspended 
above the ground.  
 
Serious jumping and weaving work should be put off entirely until the 
puppy is much older. Because of the long term negative impact of 
jumping and flexing on immature, growing bones, owners are advised to 
research their breed thoroughly and only begin intensive agility training 
of this type when the dog is past the age at which the 'growth plates' are 
known to typically close for that breed. A very imprecise guideline for 
growth plate closure in mixed breed dogs would be 9 - 12 months for 
dogs under 50 pounds and 10-14 months for dogs over 50 pounds.  
 
Most dogs are able to participate and do well in agility until they reach 
8-10 years of age. Owners should then gradually scale back their 
training and competing to obstacle heights and classes more 
appropriate to their 'veterans' if they wish to continue at that point.  
 
Training 
 
Some basic obedience training is necessary before commencing agility 
training. At a minimum, the dog must be able to sit, down, promptly 
come when called off-leash, hold a brief stay, maintain control around 
other dogs, and accept handling by strangers. Off-leash heelwork is a 
big plus but not required. In addition, a trainer/handler that has 
encouraged their dog from puppyhood to play fetch will have a distinct 
training advantage over someone who has not.  
 
Initial agility work begins by introducing the dogs to low and/or smaller 
versions of the obstacles. The height and/or length of the equipment is 
slowly extended over several training sessions to their full competition 
forms. Dogs at this stage of training require physical 'spotting' similar to 
gymnastics training while they develop the necessary skill and 
confidence on the obstacles. Leashes are usually quickly dispensed 
with as they may become entangled on the dog and/or equipment. 
Techniques or collars that apply physical corrections of any type should 
not be used; they are disruptive to maintaining balance & physical 
coordination (and may therefore lead to injury) and will slow down the 

dog's opportunity to become physically and mentally confident in his 
ability to negotiate the equipment safely. Physical handling and spotting 
techniques are often supplemented with food, praise, and fetch/tug type 
objects that both lure and reward the dog to perform the equipment.  
 
Once the basic obstacle work is learned, the dog enters the next phase 
of training. During this time, the handler works to gradually condition the 
dog to higher jumps and obstacle heights, and to develop a working 
'command vocabulary' of both verbal and body signals necessary to 
direct the dog off-leash around an agility course. A well- trained agility 
dog learns to respond instantly to commands directing him to perform 
specific obstacles (when obstacles are placed immediately adjacent to 
one another) as well as commands causing him to run faster/slower, 
turn left/right and veer away from/closer to his handler. At the highest 
levels of agility competition, it is possible to see dogs that are able to 
perform these commands and maneuvers instantly and accurately even 
when working at full speed several yards away from their (much slower) 
handlers.  
 
Health Considerations 
 
Not every dog should be doing agility and may become injured or 
aggravate a pre-existing condition if the owner does not perform some 
pre-screening before entering the phase of intensive training. The pre-
screening should at a minimum consist of hip, elbow, and eye checks.  
 
Veterinarians should be informed what is planned for the dog and the 
dog should be radiographed for both hip & elbow dysplasia. The owner 
should reconsider their plans for agility if the dog is rated anything less 
than 'Fair'. Unobstructed vision is also critical.  
 
Because agility is a fairly new type of dog competition, it is not unusual 
for a veterinarian to be unaware of the requirements for agility. In this 
case, it is very helpful for the owner to have available a short video (2-3 
minutes long) of a dog performing the equipment; this will give the 
veterinarian an idea of the physical requirements necessary for the 
sport. Both the owner and veterinarian should be particularly sensitive 
to the dog's weight. What is a good healthy weight for a pet dog with 
normal activity expectations may be too heavy for agility training and 
competition. Poor performance or injuries, which can include muscle 
strains and other soft tissue injuries, are nearly always due to the 
'weekend athlete syndrome' -- i.e. the dog is overweight and/or not 
conditioned properly.  
 
On-going conditioning separate from the equipment training is vital to 
keeping the dog's agility performance high and injury-free. Weight 
bearing exercise is the most appropriate; for example walks 
interspersed with short sprints condition both the dog and the handler. 
Long distance, low to the ground games of ball and/or frisbee are 
particularly helpful for building the dog's cardiovascular and/or muscular 
capacity. Swimming can also be beneficial for improving cardiovascular 
& muscular capacity.  
 
The agility obstacles that require the most conditioning (particularly for 
international style agility) are the jumps. In order for a dog to be able to 
safely engage in the amount of jumping required for both agility training 
and competition, the dog must not only possess the proper 
cardiovascular and muscular structure, he must possess the necessary 
skeletal structure as well. Skeletal conditioning is performed slowly over 
time by spending at least 6-9 months of training at low jump heights; 
this minimizes impact to the bones and yet induces the rather slowly 
growing bones to thicken and develop the strength needed at the 
correct points to withstand the impact of landing after jumping. These 
months of low jump training are a good time for a handler to work on 
developing the dog's command vocabulary. Once this conditioning 
period is accomplished, the jumps can then be systematically raised in 
training until the dog's full jump height is reached and actual 
competition can be considered.  

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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1997 Schedule of Events 
Date Organization Event Location Phone # 

 July  17 Samoyed ClubHouston Specialty - Close 6/25/97 Houston, TX Antypas 
          19 Denver Samoyed Rescue Casino Bus Trip Central City, CO 794-7136 
          19-20 Shaping for the Show Ring 

Clicker, Stacking,Gaiting 
Seminar - Chris Babiarz 
$100 - class size 35   

Jeffco Fairgrounds 367-5832  
evenings 

          18-20 Houston KC 
Beaumont KC 
Galveston County KC 

Show - Close 6/25/97 Houston, TX Antypas 

         26-27 Colorado Dog Fanciers Breeder’s Showcase Buckingham Square Mall DSA Board 
Aug   8 Denver Samoyed Rescue Garage Sale/Bazaar Woodland Park 220-7536 
          9-10 Buckhorn Valley KC Show - Close 7/23/97 Fort Collins, CO Onofrio 
          9-10 Longs Peak Trng Club Agility Fort Collins, CO  
          16-17 Greeley KC Show/Agility-Close 7/30/97 Greeley, CO Onofrio 
          24 DenverSamoyed Assoc. All Breed Fun Match Morse Park-20th & Carr DSA Board 
          30-31 Cheyenne KC Show - Close 8/13/97 Cheyenne, WY Onofrio 
Sep    1 Plum Creek KC Show - Close 8/13/97 Highlands Ranch, CO Onofrio 
           6 Denver Samoyed Assoc. Specialty Match Sterne Park - Tentative DSA Board 
           6 Denver Samoyed Assoc. Tournament Sterne Park - Tentative DSA Board 
           6 Bonneville Basin KC Show  North Lehi, UT Brown 
           7 Utah Valley KC Show West Jordan, UT Brown 
           12-14 Greater Emporia KC 

Salina KC 
Wichita KC 

Show - Close 8/27/97 Salina, KC Onofrio 

 
Some on-going physical maintenance of the dog is 
necessary as well in order to prevent injury whether in 
training or competition. In particular, nails must be kept 
trimmed back at all times so that they do not catch on 
the equipment or impede the dog's traction. Some 
sacrifice in dog appearance must be accepted in those 
breeds which have a lot of hair over or about the eyes; 
this hair must be kept trimmed or tied back so as not to 
interfere with the dog's vision.  
 
Resources 
 
The largest national organizations are as follows:  
 
United States Dog Agility Association (USDAA)  
P.O. Box 850955, Richardson, TX 75085-0995  
 
American Kennel Club (AKC)  
5580 Centerview Dr., Suite 200, Raleigh, NC 27606-
3390  
 
United Kennel Club (UKC)  
100 East Kilgore Rd, Kalamazoo, MI 49001-5598  
 
North American Dog Agility Council, Inc. (NADAC)  

HCR 2, Box 277, St. Maries, ID 83861  
 
Agility Association of Canada (AAC)  
638 Wonderland Road South, London, ONT N6K 1L8  
 
Online resources include:  
• http://www.dogpatch.org/agility.html                    

(very comprehensive)  
• http://www.dogcity.u-net.com/agilityuk/             

(agility in the UK)  

(Continued from page 12) 
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SAM-O-GRAM 
1997 Schedule of Events 

 
 

 

Date Organization Event Location Phone # 
Sep    13-14 Prescott Arizona KC Show - Close 8/27/97 Prescott, AZ Onofrio 

           19-21 Electric City KC 
Yellowstone Valley KC 
Helena Montana KC 

Show - Close 9/3/97 Helena, MT  

           20-21 Grand Valley KC Show - Close 9/3/97 Grand Junction, CO Onofrio 

           20-21 Fort Worth  
Texas KC 

Show  Fort Worth, TX 
Mesquite, TX 

Onofrio 

           21 Cont. Divide Herding Asso Herding Test-Close 8/27 Hudson, CO Hildy Morgan 

           26-28 Heart of the Plains KC Show - Close 9/10/97 Lubbock, TX Onofrio 

           27-28 Sunflower KC of Olath Show  Gardner, KS Onofrio 

Oct      4-5 Rio Grande KC 
Sangre De Cristo KC 

Show Santa Fe, NM Onofrio 

           4-5 Intermountain KC 
Mount Ogden KC 

Show Magna, UT Onofrio 

           10-11 Chaparral KC 
Rio Pecos KC 

Show Alamogordo, NM Onofrio 

           11-12 Pikes Peak Obed.Club Obedience Trial Colorado Springs, CO Robert Miller 

           12-13 El Paso KC 
Mesilla Valley KC 

Show  Las Cruces, NM Onofrio 

           14-19 SCA National  Specialty Sturbridge, MA Jim Rau  

           18-19 Rapid City KC Show Rapid City, SD Onofrio 

           24 Samoyed Club-Central AZ Specialty Phoenix, AZ G. Eshleman 

           25-26 Kachina KC Show Goodyear, AZ  
           25-26 Sioux Valley KC 

Sioux Empire KC 
Show Sioux Falls, SD Onofrio 

           25-26 Travis County KC Show Austin, TX Onofrio 
 Nov    1-2 Bartlesville KC 

Mid-Continent KC 
Show Tulsa, OK Onofrio 

            8-9 Evergreen KC 
Flatirons KC 

Show Longmont, CO Onofrio 

            8-9 Mid-Del Tinker KC 
Oklahoma CIty KC 

Show Oklahoma City, OK Onofrio 

           15-16 Greater SIerra Vista KC 
Tuscon KC 

Show Tuscon, AZ Onofrio 

           29-30 Southern Colorado KC Show Pueblo, CO Onofrio 

July 21st, 1997 @ 7:15 pm 
Littleton Hospital 

 
AKC Representative, 

 Alan Odum will present  
"Exhibitor's Rights in the Ring" 

 
Please Attend and  

Bring a Friend! 

Program Notice 
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Denver Samoyed Rescue Quarterly Report 

no HOME, all ALONE    Dogs placed during the month of June: 4    (2 Referrals)   
 
As of 07/10/97, we have the following Sammies available for adoption:   
 
Male(Shadow)  8 yr.  House   Owner 
Comments: OK with other dogs and kids.  Owner thinks he would do best with another dog - does not like to be left 
alone.  Very people oriented.  
Why:  Owner doesn’t have time for him.  
 
Male(Dakota)  3 yrs.  House/Outdoor  Owner 
Female(Snowflake) 7 yrs.  House/Outdoor 
Comments:  Owner prefers that dogs be placed together. Both are average size (m-50#, f-40#).  OK with other dogs, 
cats and kids.  Female is afraid of thunder storms.   
Why:  Dogs bring too much dirt into the house, no time for them.       
 
Male(Sampson)  8 yrs.  House   Kenneled 
Comments: Medium activity level.  Large size (90#), overweight.  Knows basic obedience commands.  Best as an only 
pet, older children only.  Does not tolerate grooming very well, nails in particular (coat is currently in good condition 
however).  Very cute!  Why:  Owner moved overseas.  
 

Denver Samoyed Rescue Report 

March 15, 1997 - June 15, 1997 
 

           1st Qtr  2nd Qtr  Yearly 
Total Dogs helped by DSR 18   10   28 
 Males   12   7   19 
 Females   6   3   9 
 
Placements: 
 Adoptions   3   7   10 
 Shelter Referrals  1   2   3 
 Breeder Referrals  1   0   1 
 Support for Sam  
  placed by owner 1   0   1 
 Owner convinced 
   to keep dog 0   1   1 
 
Dogs Came from: 
 Shelters   4   3   7 
 Rescuers   1   2   3 
       Owners   12 

  5   17 
       Breeders   1   0   1 
 
Average length of time in rescue      23 days  30 days 
 (based on total dogs placed to date) 
 
Average age of dogs helped       3.51 yrs.  3.87 yrs 
 (based on total dogs helped to date)  
 
Reasons for needing rescue group's help: 
• Shelter Unable to keep until placed.  
• Rescuer unable to keep dog. 
• Owner doesn't have time to spend with the dog.  
• New baby/new house, dog now outside always.  
• Too much dog for the owner.     
• Too big for the kids. 
• Surrendered to shelter for urinating in house out of jealousy. 
• The pair brings too much dirt into the house 
• Owners moving and unable, or unwilling to take the dog. 
• Original owner passed away - current owner can't keep the dog. 
• Owner couldn't housetrain the dog. 
• Dig exceeds weight limit listed in townhome covenants. 
• Older, sick dog couldn't handle puppy energy. 
• Worried about baby/toddler, unwilling to work through problems.       
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Denver Samoyed Association 
c/o T.  Peletis 
8885 West Clifton Avenue 
Littleton, CO  80123-5324 

Attention!!! 
            
If you know of any  
individual, or any 
business with  
boarding kennel  
facilities in the  
Denver metro area 
that may be willing to 
accommodate our 
rescue dogs, please 
contact Deb Castro at 
220-7536.  DSR is  
beginning to push 
the time limit with 
our current facility  
(they are giving up 
their lease) and we 
need to make 
alternate boarding 
arrangements as 
soon as possible! 
 

Female(Sula)  6 yrs.  House/Outdoor  Owner 
Comments: Knows basic obedience commands.  OK with other dogs, cats and kids.  Low activity level.  VERY people 
oriented!  65#.  
Why:  Owner must be mobile/flexible to move on short notice and thinks that is unfair to the dog. 
 
Male(Dozer)  4 yrs.  House/Outdoor  Private Rescue Group  
Comments:  Great Pyr/Samoyed mix.  Large (80#).  OK with kids and female dogs.  Housebroken.  Very people oriented.  
Needs a 6’ fence.  
 
Male (Mack)  7 yrs.  House/Outdoor  Foster home 
Comments: Mack has been abused and is shy of quick hand movements.  Not destructive.  OK with other dogs, cats, and 
older children.  Medium size.  Very gentle. 
 
Male(Toby)   7 yrs.  House/Outdoor  Owner 
Comments: 75#.  Medium/low activity level.  OK with kids, cats, and other dogs.  Knows basic obedience commands.  Is 
housetrained, but prefers to be outside. 
Why:  Don’t have time to spend with him. 
 
Male(Kunda)  7 yrs.  House/Outdoor  Owner 
Female(Katie)  4 yrs.  House/Outdoor  Owner 
Comment: He is 60#, she is 53#.  Owner would like them placed together.  Need to be only pets.  Know basic obedience 
commands.  Ok with kids. 
Why:  Multiple dog(6) household, recently started fighting. 
 
If you know anyone who might be interested, please call Heidi (660-1472), Carolyn (750-1740), or Deb (220-7536).  
Thanks! 
 
 

(Continued from page 15) 

Denver Samoyed Rescue Report    

July 21, 1997 Meeting Reminder :   (Littleton Hosptial @ 7:15 pm) 
••••    Program:  “Exhibitor’s Rights in the Ring”.   
••••    General Meeting will follow the program. 
• Sam-O-Gram Aug. issue deadline for articles is Friday, Aug. 8th. 
• Call Carolyn in advance to place your grocery certificate order. 
• Call Linda to make reservations for the Casino Trip Fundraiser, July19th. 


