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SammEE Hike System 
 

Enjoy hiking with your dog in comfort and 
safety with our Hike Belt and hands-free 

BungEE Lead System!  
 

The contoured, padded hike belt is wider through the back than the sides, 
to provide optimum back support and dispersion of force. It features loops 
to attach a fanny pack, first aid kit or water bottle. It adjusts from 28” to 54” 

for a great fit during summer hikes or over winter clothing.  
 

Located on each side of the hike belt are 2 welded D-rings to hook each 
end of the tubular web bungee coupler.  The coupler keeps the center of 
pull where it should be for balance and efficiency.  At the middle of the 

coupler is a welded O-ring to snap one end of the soft, 1” wide tubular web 
bungee lead.  The other end of the lead is then snapped to your dog’s 

collar, or pack. The heavy-duty bungee lead stretches from 5’ to 8’.    
Multiple bungee leads can be hooked to the bungee coupler to hike with 

more than one dog at a time! 
 

SammEE Hike System + Wolf Packs© Dog Pack 
is a perfect team and both may be purchased through  

Denver Samoyed Rescue!  
 

Purchase both the  
SammEE Hike System + Wolf Packs© Dog Pack for $145!  

 
SammEE Hike System Only: $70 

(Available Colors -  Belt: Black with Purple, Blue , Red  or Black accent,  
Coupler:  Black, Purple, Blue or Red,  Lead: Purple or Black)  

Wolf Packs© Dog Pack Only: $79 
(Available Colors - Purple, Blue, Forest Green, Orange, Red, or Neon Pink) 

 
To order contact: Thalia Peletis / 303-933-0392 / t_peletis@msn.com 

 
The SammEE Hike System was invented by Lorrie McAllister, Chinookwind Samoyeds. 

Lorrie has graciously allowed DSR exclusive use of her design for our fundraiser.  Thank you Lorrie! 

Announcing DSR’s Latest Fundraiser Item! 

Hike Belt 

Bungee 
Coupler 

Bungee Lead 
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Meeting Minutes 
06/21/10 - Membership Meeting Minutes 
  
Attendees:  Chris Stewart, Sue Wangerin, Andi 
Mast, Michele Schmitt, Michael Prewitt, Lana 
McClellan, Mary Lloyd, Alex and Margaret Hoo-
ever, Tom Lisec, Brett Schihl, Martha 
Lageschulte, Thalia Peletis, and Sally Wheeler 
  
Meeting convened at 8:45 PM. 
  
Due to the length of the program presented 
tonight, normal business was tabled except for 
time-critical reports or announcements.  The 
only item mention was that we must have a 
2011 Designated Specialty Chairperson volun-
teer by August, 2010. Plum Creek KC will need 
to know the specialty sweepstakes judges 
name for their premium listing in the August 
timeframe.  
  
This is an easy committee to chair and the 
board members will assist anybody who is 

willing to volunteer for this position.   Please let 
the President know if you are interested. 
 
Barks and Growls: 
Mary Lloyd: 
New Grand Champion: 
"Twister" earned his Grand Champion Ch. 
Braveheart's Storm Cloud BISS HIC (Ch. Tril-
ogy Blame It On El Nino x Ch. Silverplume's 
Beyond Measure ROMC HT) , June 5th, Flat-
irons KC  
 
New Champions: 
"Drifter" Ch. Braveheart's Don't Fence Me In 
(Ch. T-Snow-Star's All The Above x Ch. Brave-
heart's Primavera HT) WD/BOW, BBY, Inter-
mountain KC, Judge Mrs. Meredith-Cavanna 
  
"Belle"  Ch. Braveheart's Queen Of The Silver 
Dollar (same as above)WB/BOW,BBY Coro-
nado KC, Judge Bruce Voran 
  

  
"Twister" Children: 
"Ronin" Wintersong's Samurai Warrior, WD for 
3 point major, BBY, Rio Grande KC, owner/
breeder Donna Cummings, Judge Jean 
Fournier 
  
"Gabe"  Moonfire's Archangel, WD for 3 point 
major, BBY, Coronado KC, owner/breeder 
Mary Carlson, Judge Bruce Voran 
  
"Blizzard"  Braveheart's Perfect Storm, WD/
BOW for back to back 3 point majors at the 
Colorado Springs KC, shown by Shanan Strew-
eler (THANK YOU!) Judges, Mr. Huxton, Mr 
Voran 
  
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM 

Congratulations to owners Claire and John O'Neill and breeders Yan and Novia Vincze on our breed's 
first ever AKC Grand Champion, GCH CH Glacier's N Rowdy's Czargent Trouble, who earned the title 
on May 29, 2010 to become the first ever Grand Champion Samoyed! 
 
This new title is available to AKC Champions of Record, creating the opportunity for Champion dog 
owners to return to the show ring with their dogs and further showcase the quality of their breeding 
stock. The new title eligibility went into effect on May 12, 2010, and information on how it works is 
available on the AKC website for anyone who is not familiar with the system. The points may be moni-
tored on the AKC site in a similar fashion to the way AKC championship points are available. 

Future of the Dog World 
By Dr. Al Grossman 
 
For the past five years, part of which I spent as 
an AKC Delegate, I have seen AKC inadver-
tently shoot itself in the proverbial foot. The 
PAWS legislation, which tore the fancy apart, 
and the "clandestine" approach to the agree-
ment with the Petland Pet store chain come 
immediately to mind. 
 
During this period PETA (People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals) and the HSUS (Humane 
Society of the United States) turned them-
selves into a powerful legislative juggernaut 
backed by millions of dollars that were milked 
from a gullible public and have become a royal 
PITA (Pain in the A##). AKC was slow to rec-
ognize their growing influence and has suffered 
the consequences, 
 
Three major tsunamis occurred during this time 

to create a perfect storm for AKC and the world 
of purebred dogs. First was the expansion of 
leisure time and the phenomenal growth of the 
recreation industry. Many different opportuni-
ties arose for leisure time activities from Little 
League baseball to the explosion of the cruise 
industry. The cadres of die-hard fanciers 
stopped growing as the next generation found 
other pursuits more interesting and challenging. 
Breed and All Breed clubs began to wither and 
die on the vine as few new members were to 
be found. 
 
A growing number of entrepreneurs saw an 
opportunity to make a fast buck from the grow-
ing pet dog population by starting "registration" 
bodies and issuing a piece of paper stating 
"Your dog is now registered with God All 
Mighty Kennel Club" - no need for a stud book, 
inspections, DNA testing or whatever. You now 
have a purebred dog registered on the cheap. 

With a PC and a printer you too can become a 
registration body. Just print the meaningless 
document and collect the dough.  
 
At last count, AKC had 26 competitors in the 
registration business. For many years the only 
"real" competitor was the United Kennel Club. 
At least they maintained a stud book, published 
magazines, and held dog shows. Everyone 
could live with such legitimate competition. 
 
Interestingly enough the number of homes with 
dogs as pets has increased as AKC registra-
tions dropped. The registrations of AKC began 
a steady decline as people either were not 
convinced of the value of registering a dog with 
AKC or were deceived by effective advertising 
and promotion to register with other bodies. Of 
course, it did not help that many puppy mills, 
discouraged by AKC's growing number of strin-

(Continued on page 3) 

First AKC Grand Champion Samoyed! 
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Future of the Dog World 

gent rules about inspections, frequent sires' 
DNA confirmation, and emphasis on health and 
good animal husbandry, turned away from the 
AKC bureaucracy and created their own regis-
tration bodies, which for them simplified their 
registrations and cost them less money. The 
new registration bodies were able to promote 
these "new" registration entities to the pet 
shops, which sold their products, by giving 
them kickbacks. 
 
Some of these entrepreneurs also found an-
other gold mine. They helped foster the breed-
ing and promotion of so-called "designer dogs." 
CockaPoos, Labradoodles, Puggles and the 
like began to be the "in" thing for the unsophis-
ticated public. Eureka, another vein to mine. 
 
Now along came the most vicious threat to the 
sport of purebred dogs - the resurgence of the 
Animal Rights Movement. This is a movement 
so insidious that it grows likes a cancer. An 
unhealthy amalgamation of extreme environ-
mentalists, Greens, Greenpeace, ALF, PETA, 
HSUS, etc., has learned to prey upon weak-
ened institutions like a bunch of jackals. It ap-
peals to the young and idealistic who are seek-
ing a cause to give meaning to their lives.  
 
They practice all of the techniques of cults and 
give them a philosophy of veganism, environ-
mentalism and radicalism. Upset the status 
quo, be in the forefront of a new movement, 
change the universe and you will be part of the 
new chosen ones, is their motto. This has high 
appeal to impressionable young people and is 
a message as old as time now supported by 
money, advertising and hucksterism. 
 
These people have become dangerous. They 
have destroyed facilities using animals for re-
search. They have killed and maimed animals 
in their quest for the new nirvana. They have 
harassed researchers and others involved in 
vital medical research. Lastly, and most telling, 
they have learned the art and skill of manipulat-
ing legislative bodies. With their huge cache of 
money, they have been able to mount punitive 
anti-dog legislation in city after city and state 
after state. The punitive, anti-dog legislation in 
Louisville, Kentucky shows that the inmates 
have taken over the asylum. 
 
Many years ago, when I was the publisher of 
Doral Publishing, Patti and Rod Strand came to 
me about publishing a book exposing the take-
over of the Animal Humane movement by 
groups of fanatics. We published it under the 
title THE HIJACKING OF THE HUMANE 
MOVEMENT. It was a great critical success. As 
a result of its publication, I received a number 
of death threats, but I also got to participate in 
the founding of NAIA (National Animal Interest 
Alliance) and served on its first Board of Direc-
tors. 
 

As I became more and more concerned about 
this insidious cancer, I approached AKC to take 
some affirmative action against these fanatics. I 
got plaudits for my writings but the powers-that-
be at AKC indicated that the situation wasn't 
too serious and that I was being an alarmist. So 
much for foresight. 
 
As these events hovered in the background, 
they finally came together to form a perfect 
storm which hit AKC and the fancy with un-
precedented violence. AKC and the fancy re-
acted with shock and dismay at our failure to 
anticipate the results of our inaction and the 
support of PAWS and Petland without consult-
ing the delegate body and the fancy in ad-
vance. The realization of unintended conse-
quences struck us like a thunderbolt. We have 
been scurrying around ever since trying to 
regroup and decide on a corrective course of 
action. As the famous Oliver Hardy of the Lau-
rel and Hardy comedic team would say, "Well, 
here is another nice kettle of fish you've pickled 
me into". 
 
Having painted this canvas full of gloom and 
doom, I would like to take this opportunity to 
change my pallet and paint another type of 
picture. Hopefully one that uses brighter colors 
and offers some clues to a better future. 
 
First off, we need to recognize we are no 
longer in a growth industry. We need to re-
identify what business we are in. Just like the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, who discovered they 
were not just in the railroad business but the 
transportation business, we are no longer just 
in the dog game. We are a part of the leisure 
and recreation industry and must begin to act 
accordingly. We must change our constitution 
and by-laws to accommodate this change.  
 
We need to recognize that the sports of Agility 
and Rally are the growth portion of our new 
industry, and begin to give them the recognition 
and representation they deserve.  
 
While the emphasis on the bottom line is impor-
tant to our survival, we should not become 
overly dependent on the roller-coaster stock 
market for a major share of our income. 
 We should initiate a study of the possibility 

of acquiring the UKC so there would be 
one strong body representing purebred 
dogs. Greater economies of scale would 
be possible with this concentration of 
resources. 

 
 AKC should move out of New York, sub-

lease the current facilities, and join with 
the Raleigh portion of the company. As 
our registration income shrinks, it is folly to 
stay in New York with its ultra-high costs. 
Admit the division was a mistake and now 
rectify it. 

 
 Let's admit that the delegate body has 

become unwieldy as the number of clubs 

joining AKC increases. The new constitu-
tion and by-laws should address a new 
way of representation, making sure that 
it's duties and responsibilities are more 
clearly spelled out. 

 
 The archaic notion that the Board of Direc-

tors of AKC must come from the delegate 
body has to be reviewed. We should have 
the opportunity to bring in expertise from 
other arenas to give us wise counsel as 
needed. We need to open our eyes to the 
realities of the 21st century. Our flexibility 
is being limited by our own "inbreeding". 
We need what we extol in our dogs - 
"hybrid vigor," which some good out-
crosses can give us.  

 
 The Board of Directors should cease 

micromanaging the organization and dele-
gate more authority to the President and 
staff. 

 
 The National Championship show should 

be permanently located in one city so it 
can grow its' identity. It needs to be placed 
in a location that can rival New York City 
as a destination city. Tampa and Long 
Beach do not meet those criteria - Las 
Vegas does. Good transportation, lots to 
do and see, and excellent facilities. It's a 
natural. 

 
 We need to change the direction and 

philosophy of how to combat animal rights 
legislation. AKC should take a leaf from 
Union organizers and hire people to go to 
the hot spots, organize the campaign, help 
letter writers, and lobby the local/state 
legislators in place. They should spend at 
least a month on-site to do this. 
 

 AKC should retain a PR firm whose sole 
job is to poke fun and ridicule at some of 
the preposterous things that animal rights 
groups do. They need to point out that 
these people don't realize the conse-
quences of their own actions and spell out 
the unintended consequences. Humor can 
be very effective, especially biting humor. 

 
I leave you with the following guideline. Tactics 
knows what to do when there is something to 
do; Strategy knows what to do when there is 
nothing to do. 
 
Dr. Grossman, a long time judge of Sporting 
Dogs and publisher of Doral Publishing is now 
the President of WinningSolutions.info, a web-
site devoted to developing the Professional 
Mentor concept via vital information for the 
beginning breeder/exhibitor at  
http://winningsolutions.info 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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When to Spay, When to Neuter 
At What Age Should I Spay Or  

Neuter My Dog or Cat? 
 

What Are The Advantages And  
Disadvantages Of Neutering My Pet? 

 
Revisiting The Idea Of Early-Age Neutering 

 
By Ron Hines DVM PhD 

 
I have been surgically altering dogs and cats 
for many years. Over the years, my thoughts 
on this subject have changed. During most of 
my career, it was a given that all pets should be 
neutered. We accepted that without question. 
Most veterinarians still do. 
 
But with time, I began to realize that many of 
the reasons given for this surgery were not 
based on science or the long-term welfare of 
our individual pets. Years of observing pets in 
my practice led me realize that many of the 
problems I was treating could be traced back to 
the pets being surgically neutered or neutered 
too young. 
 
Why Do Veterinarians Spay Female Pets 
And Neuter The Males? 
In rural communities, veterinarians did not fre-
quently spay dogs and cats until the late 1940s. 
But in urban settings, owners found the heat 
cycles of their female pets and the puppies and 
kittens that resulted were a major inconven-
ience.  
 
When Pentobarbital sodium anesthetic became 
available in 1930, it made veterinarians more 
confident about entering the abdomen of dogs 
and cats to perform serious surgery. Soon, at 
owner’s requests, it became common for them 
to remove the pet’s ovaries and uterus to pre-
vent heat cycles, puppies and kittens. 
 
But it was not until the rise of the humane 
movement in the 1950s that public interest 
focused on spaying female dogs and cats and 
neutering male pets as a mater of civic duty. 
This began in New York City in the late 1950s 
at the ASPCA hospital. Their staff saw steriliza-
tion as a solution for the ever-increasing prob-
lem of more adoptable pets than potential new 
pet owners. 
 
By 1964, they were offering free sterilization 
surgeries to financially hard-pressed owners. 
During this same period, humane groups 
throughout the United States began to incorpo-
rate polices that prohibited the adoption of un-
neutered orphan animals. In 1975, the Mary-
land SPCA began performing spay-neuter sur-
gery on immature kittens and puppies. This 
was to comply with their bylaw changes that 
required that all adoptable pets – regardless of 
age - be neutered. I was their veterinarian at 
the time. In 1981, I worked with Amy Freeman 
Lee to set up a similar program in San Antonio, 
Texas. 
 

Faced with the grim task of euthanizing un-
wanted pets, I hope you can see how kind, well
-meaning people might pursue such a policy. 
We were inundated with puppies and kittens, 
many of which were the result of accidental 
breeding of young adult animals on their first 
heat cycle. Our understandable thought was: “if 
every dog was neutered before it could give 
birth, we wouldn’t have to deal with the sad-
ness of so many strays”. 
 
Shelters across the US began to employ full-
time veterinarians to do these early spays; 
these veterinarians organized a Society , found 
a Journal that would accept their publications , 
and became a potent force in the veterinary 
community. By 1993, the AVMA had given its 
blessing to early 
spay/neuter. 
 
Few veterinarians in 
private practice ques-
tioned these policies. 
In the American Vet-
erinary Medical Asso-
ciation, non-
practicing veterinari-
ans have a dispro-
portionately large 
influence on policy 
decisions. These 
decisions eventually 
influence everything 
from State and Fed-
eral law to widely 
held public concep-
tions and misconcep-
tions. 
 
Veterinarians in pri-
vate practice are 
fragmented. We do not have the time or re-
sources to attend the many conventions and 
symposia at which these policy decisions are 
made and many veterinarians would find these 
conventions dry and tedious – like a day watch-
ing CSPAN. 
 
But there was another important factor - many 
veterinarians preferred neutering immature 
pets. There are a number of good, practical 
reasons for this: 
 The reproductive tract of juvenile pets is 

less vascular. That is, it is less likely to 
undergo excessive bleeding. In younger 
pets, no internal sutures are needed at all. 

 Juvenile pets are less obese. Abdominal 
fat complicates the surgery and the sutur-
ing process. 

 Juvenile pets heal very rapidly. Within 5 
days of surgery, their spay incision is 
hardly noticeable. 

 Neutering pets young avoids the compli-
cation of owners bring their female pets in 
when they are in heat or already pregnant. 
Bitches in heat bleed excessively during 
surgery. 

 Juvenile pets are smaller, easier to handle 
and less exhaustive of supplies and labor. 
One tires after a day of hoisting 60 lb dogs 
onto the operating table. 

 At that time, veterinarians knew very little 
of the negative implications of juvenile 
neutering and thought "if we neutered pets 
young, so much the better for everybody". 

 
But Did Any Of These Reasons Address The 
Long-term Health Of My Pet? 
Yes. Some did. 
 
Through observation, veterinarians knew that 
spayed female dogs were less likely to develop 
breast tumors later in life. 
 

Spayed pets were also prevented from devel-
oping uterine tube infections (pyometra) be-
cause their reproductive tract had been re-
moved. 
 
They also knew that neutered male dogs and 
cats were less likely to roam and that neutered 
male cats were much less likely to spray urine 
around the house or get into cat fights. 
 
Are There Negative Health Effects of Spay/
Neuter? 
Yes. There are many. I will get to them later. 
 
Do The Negative Effects For My Pet Out-
weigh The Positive Effects Or Vice Versa? 
No one can answer that question for you. It is 
convenient to make blanket, all-inclusive state-
ments on what decisions are right or wrong.  
 
But that is a foolish approach – at least when it 
comes to neutering your pet. What you should 
do is consider the facts. There is plenty of infor-
mation out there and you don’t need to be a 
scientist or a veterinarian to understand it. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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When to Spay, When to Neuter 

 
What Are The Benefits Of Spaying or Neu-
tering My Pet ? 
 
Less Mammary Gland Tumors 
Veterinarians know that the lumps they see in 
older female dogs occur most commonly in the 
pets that have not been spayed or the ones 
that were spayed after they had had more than 
two heat periods. During heat (estrus), certain 
hormone levels in your pet spike. The more 
spikes or heat cycles your dog experiences, the 
more likely these tumors are to occur. 
 
These lumps and nodules grow slowly as the 
pet ages. They are tumors but they rarely be-
come dangerously malignant or threaten your 
pet’s life. They are very easy for your veterinar-
ian to remove. Like prostate problems in men, 
they are a common part of the aging process in 
un-neutered, female dogs. 
 
Mammary gland tumors are much rarer in fe-
male cats. As in dogs, spaying reduces their 
frequency. But unlike dog, when they do occur 
they are considerably more serious and need 
immediate veterinary attention. 
 
No Pyometra 
Pyometra is a condition where pus forms in 
your pet’s womb due to repeated hormonal 
over-stimulation of your female pet’s reproduc-
tive tract. Estimates of its incidence in older, 
unspayed, female dogs range from 1-15%. 
When it occurs, it can be treated successful by 
surgically removing the womb.  
 
No Estrus Mess 
Most unspayed female dogs are messy during 
the early part of their heat cycles (proestrus). 
This occurs every 5-10 months and last 6-11 
days. During their estrus period, female dogs 
often urinate more frequently, lick their genitals, 
drip bloody fluids and crave attention. There 
presence will attract the stubborn amorous 
attention of un-neutered male dogs running 
loose in your neighborhood. 
 
Unspayed female cats cycle more frequently. 
During their estrus cycle they become more 
demanding of attention, with frequent rubbing, 
purring, rolling and meowing. It is not normal 
for them to bleed. These periods last 4-10 
days. 
 
No Humping Dogs 
Many of my clients are embarrassed when they 
find their male dog mounting another dog - or 
them. Unspayed female dogs occasionally do 
this as well. Neutering male dogs usually ends 
this behavior. Male dogs are very persistent in 
getting to female dogs that are in heat. If a 
loose female dog in heat passes your yard, it is 
not uncommon for your pet to dig out or escape 
to join it. 
 

Less Wandering 
Loose, neutered dogs tend to stay closer to 
home and get into less trouble around the 
neighborhood. The same goes for neutered 
cats. If you let your pets run loose and unat-
tended, they will live longer before they are 
killed by cars than they would have if you had 
not neutered them. But why are your pets out-
and-about unattended? 
 
Less Aggression 
Dogs with problem aggression tend to gain 
weight and become more phlegmatic, and calm 
when they are neutered. However, because 
aggression has many causes, neutering does 
not always end the problem. 
 
No Urine Spray 
Un-neutered male cats and female cats fighting 
for territory tend to spray urine. This behavior 
usually ceases in male cats once they have 
been neutered. 
 
Testicular Cancer 
The rate of development of testicular tumors in 
normal old dogs is thought to be about 7%. 
That means that of 100 un-neutered male 
dogs, 7 will develop these tumors. These tu-
mors, when they occur in older pets, can usu-
ally be removed very successfully. 
 
Dogs whose testicle(s) do not descend from 
their abdomens have a considerably higher 
rate of a particular testicular tumor later in life. 
In these dogs, the solution is to neuter them 
once they are mature. 
 
Testicular tumors are very rare in cats. 
 
Prostate Disorders 
Prostate cancer is quite rare in dogs and cats. 
But prostate enlargement is a normal sign of 
aging in un-neutered male dogs – as it is in 
men. 
 
In male dogs, prostate enlargement is some-
times associated with problems defecating. It 
rarely causes the urinary problems seen in 
men. Neutering your male dog removes the 
hormones that are though to be responsible for 
this condition. This can be done when, and if, a 
problem arises in your pet. There are alterna-
tive drug therapies that are sometimes more 
effective than surgery. 
 
It is not a commonly recognized problem in 
cats. 
 
Tumors Surrounding Your Pet’s Anus 
These tumors are called perianal adenomas 
and adenocarcenomas. They occasionally 
occur in old, un-neutered male dogs. Eighty 
percent of these tumors are benign. They are 
the third most common tumor in old male dogs 
and they occasionally occur in females as well. 
The benign form occurs less commonly in neu-
tered male dogs. But studies indicate that the 
number of the more dangerous adenocarceno-

mas form is not decreased by neutering (same 
ref). Any that are still under the control of sex 
hormones should respond equally well to 
GnRH medications. 
 
They are not a recognized problem in cats. 
 
Helps Solve The Pet Over-population Prob-
lem 
This is definitely true. If you are an irresponsi-
ble pet owner who let’s your pets run loose in 
the neighborhood, this is a legitimate benefit of 
neutering. This is also an excellent way to 
make a "social statement" about your concern 
for animals in general. 
 
What Is The Negative Scientific Information 
About Spay/Neuter? 
 
The Pet Overpopulation-Pet Neuter Fallacy 
Although it is true that neutered pets cannot 
breed, the pets that contribute to the pet over-
population problem are not the ones owned by 
responsible people who have their pets spayed 
and neutered. It is not the fact that a pet is un-
neutered that causes pet over-population any 
more than dogs having teeth is the cause of 
human dog bites. Owner education and stiff 
fines for people whose pets run at large are 
much more effective in controlling pet over-
population than surgical procedures. 
 
Your Pet Will Miss Out On The “Miracle Of 
Birth” 
I have clients that are concerned that their dog 
or cat will miss out on the gratification of child-
birth. Many tell me they want their pet to have 
“just one litter” before they have it neutered. 
This goes for owners of male pets as well who 
think their pet should sire at least one litter. The 
emotional needs of pets are not the same as 
the emotional needs of people. We think differ-
ently. There is no credible evidence that pets 
miss having litters or romantic liaisons. What is 
important to them is your love. 
 
Distorted Bone Structure 
Distortion of your pet’s body by early-age neu-
tering contributes to a number of diseases – 
some of which I cover below. As your pet ma-
tures, hormones produced by its testes and 
ovaries determine the shape and length of its 
bones. When these hormones are removed too 
soon through neutering before puberty, the 
bones grow for a longer period and to different 
proportions. This results in your pet becoming 
taller with abnormally shaped bones. This 
change in bone conformation means that an-
gles and forces between bones and ligaments 
are changed from their natural design and 
could be more likely to fail. Your dog's knees 
are particularly at risk. This phenomena has not 
been studied extensively in dogs, but it has in 
immature livestock and in children. 
 
Osteosarcoma (Bone Cancer) 
We see these bone tumors most frequently in 

(Continued from page 4) 
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large and giant breeds of dogs that are already 
predisposed to them through their excessive 
bone growth. Spay-neuter before one year of 
age significantly increases the development of 
these tumors 
 
The problem is very rare in cats and there is no 
data as to any effect spay/neuter might have. 
 
Hypothyroidism 
Hypothyroidism is much more common disease 
in dogs than cats. Neutered dogs are at a sig-
nificantly higher risk of developing this condi-
tion than those that are not. You can read more 
about hypothyroidism here. 
 
Weakened Ligaments, Orthopedic Disorders 
And Subsequent Arthritis 
It is difficult to decide when torn cruciate liga-
ments, hip problems and arthritis occur due to 
the obesity that often accompanies neutering or 
when it is due to a decrease in joint strength 
and altered structure that also accompanies 
neutering. The inactivity of many neutered pets 
may also contribute to this. Whatever the 
cause, veterinarians and others have noticed 
that all these problems increase in frequency in 
neutered pets. 
 
Hip Dysplasia 
Some dogs that are neutered young are prone 
to develop hip dysplasia. However, there are 
many factors responsible for the development 
of hip dysplasia and spay/neuter is probably 
not a major one. You can read more about this 
problem here. 
 
Obesity 
Neutered pets tend to get fat. There is no deny-
ing this. There is also no denying that limiting 
your pets food intake will prevent this. When 
they do become too chubby, they suffer an 
increased risk for all the problems that over-
weight humans face. 
 
Cruciate Ligament tears 
Spayed and neutered dogs have a significantly 
higher incidence of this disease.  
 
Urinary Tract Problems 
Veterinarians have noticed that it is spayed, 
overweight, female dogs that suffer the most 
urinary tract infections. Whether this is due to 
their obesity that causes vulvar inflammations 
or the urinary incontinence of low post-spay 
estrogen levels is unknown. When these fe-
male pets were neutered too young , some 
required later surgery to repair their poorly 
developed vulvas . 
 
This does not appear to be a significant prob-
lem in neutered male dogs or in neutered fe-
male cats. There has been speculation, over 
the years, that early neutering of male cats 
leads to urethral blockages. Most cats that 
develop blockages are neutered males – but 

then almost all our male pet cats are neutered. 
 
Urinary Incontinence 
This is primarily a problem in spayed female 
dogs. Many of these dogs get better when 
given female hormone – the ones no longer 
present after spay. 
 
Urinary Tract Infections 
These too are more common in spayed female 
dogs. But these dogs tend to be overweight 
which may account for their increased risk. 
 
Diabetes 
Neutered pets tend to get fat. And in fat cats, 
diabetes risk increases dramatically. The situa-
tion is not as clear in dogs. The relationship 
between missing sex hormones, diabetes, 
obesity, and bone strength is more studied in 
humans . There is no reason to assume it 
would differ significantly in our dogs and cats. 
 
Hemangiosarcomas 
This form of cancer is most common in dogs. 
Statistically, it occurs considerably more fre-
quently in pets that are neutered. 
 
Do Veterinarians Disagree On This ? 
Yes. 
 
There is considerable disagreement. 
 
What About The Diseases that Spay/Neuter 
Advocates Bring Up As Reasons For Me To 
Neuter My Pet? 
There are inherent risks in living. All lives - ours 
and our pets - come to an end one day. All of 
us die from something specific, not “old age”. 
Something in our bodies gives out first. It is true 
that spay /neuter lowers the risk of your pet 
suffering from certain specific problems – but 
there is no credible evidence that neutered pets 
live any longer. Your pet will simply leave this 
Earth due to some other cause. There are lots 
of legitimate reasons for neutering pets - but 
living longer, healthier lives is not one of them. 
Spay and neuter is said to be less common in 
Europe. But there is no evidence that pets in 
Europe live shorter lives that pets in the United 
States or Canada. Despite this, advocates of 
early spay/neuter tell pet owners that their pet's 
will live longer if they are neutered. Studies 
indicate the opposite is true. In a 2009 study, 
un-neutered female Rottweiler lived an average 
of 30% longer than a similar number of Rott-
weilers spayed in their first 4 years of life. This 
mirrors the results of a study in nurses in which 
lifetime decreased significantly when, as pa-
tients, they had their ovaries removed before 
the age of 50.  
 
It will be easy to accumulate statistics that 
show that neutered pets live longer than intact 
pets and that will probably be done soon by 
spay/neuter advocates. But it will be very hard 
for them to credibly show that it is not just pet 
and owner lifestyles that accounts for this. Se-
lectivity and cherry-picking allow statistical data 

to be manipulated in any way the authors of the 
study desire. That goes for both sides of this 
issue. 
 
If Early Neutering Is Not A Good Idea, Why 
Is It Being Encouraged So Much? 
 
The American spay/neuter coalition: 
There are a group of very powerful organiza-
tions that promote spay/neuter for reasons that 
are admirable and for some that are not. These 
groups work toward the same ends. I do not 
think that this is some devious plan – it is just a 
tacit alliance of powerful groups with mutual 
self-interest and shared agendas. It is similar in 
some respects, to the vaccination coalition 
which a Texas veterinarian fought against so 
valiantly. 
 
The American Society For the Prevention Of 
Cruelty To Animals (ASPCA) 
This is a dedicated group of individuals devoted 
to animal welfare. However, on the subject of 
spay-neuter, they have let their hearts overrule 
their minds. From information on their website, 
they had total 2008 expenditures of 
$74,408,200 and CEO compensation package 
of $490,315. Much of their energies and treas-
ure are devoted to encouraging early spay/ 
neuter. 
 
The American Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion 
The AVMA's 2007 total revenues were 
$28,477,612. Through their Animal Welfare 
Committee they make recommendations on 
AVMA policy – such as AVMA guidelines and 
the publication of brochures that gloss over the 
results of research published in their own jour-
nal. 
 
HSUS 
The Humane Society Of The United States. 
This competitor to the ASPCA had net assets 
in 2007 of $204,868,764 and total governmen-
tal lobbying expenses of $4,165,695. They are 
an active promoter of early-age spay neuter 
and mention nothing about the negative as-
pects of this procedure on your pet’s health. 
 
PETA 
With stated 2008 revenues of $34,355,526, this 
organization actively promotes neutering your 
pet “soon after the age of 8 weeks” stating that 
some shelters recommend doing it even earlier 
as “less stressful for animals”. 
 
Winn Foundation 
This organization was founded by the Cat Fan-
cier's Organization in 1968 to improve the 
health of cats. Under its current leadership, it 
has transformed it's mission to become a 
strong lobby for the spay/neuter of infant cats. 
It does not make its IRS 990 available online to 
the public. 
 
 

(Continued from page 5) 
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The Corporate Animal Health Care Industry 
There was a time when veterinarians were in 
charge of setting policy within the veterinary 
practices that they owned. That is becoming 
less and less the case. Decisions are being 
made more and more by publicly traded com-
panies which are operated to maximize reve-
nues. 
 
VCA Antech Inc. 
Veterinary Corporation Of America was 
founded in 1986 by three MBAs from the hu-
man health care industry. Their 2nd quarter 
2009 revenues were $344.876,000 and their 
anticipated 2009 revenues, 1.36-1.39 billion 
dollars. Their CEO's total compensation pack-
age in 2009 is $1,760,272 . Their website bro-
chure makes no mention of the negative as-
pects of spay/neuter 
 
Banfield Pet Hospitals/PetSmart 
PetSmart Corporation established and owns an 
equity share in Banfield. I was employed by 
PetSmart when they established their animal 
hospital program.  
 
PetSmart, had over $5 billion in revenues in 
2008. Their spay/neuter webpage makes no 
mention of the negative health aspects of spay/
neuter. 
 
If I Decide To Have My Pet Neutered, What 
Can I Do To Minimize Risks? 
I am not against neutering pets at the 
right time and for the right reasons. If 
you have a kitten, or puppy, do not rush to 
have it "fixed". Confining your pet to your home 
as a teenager is quite sufficient. 
 
I could not live with my 4-year old male cat, 
Oreo, if he had not been neutered. But wait 
until cats are sexually mature to have them 
spayed and neutered. The time cats become 
sexually mature and the time their adult canine 
teeth (fangs) reach their full length generally 
coincide. Decisions based on hormonal analy-
sis of the blood of your pet might be more sci-
entific, but I have observed through many years 
of practice that examination of the canine teeth 
is quite accurate and effective. 
 
If you have a female cat, you must be very 
careful not to let it escape outside during its 

first heat or it will most certainly become preg-
nant. It can be spayed during its heat period or 
shortly thereafter. 
 
If you have a male cat and let it roam before it 
is neutered, it will fight; develop bite infections 
and possibly incurable feline AIDS or Feline 
Leukemia. Once it is neutered, still do not let it 
out of doors unleashed or unaccompanied.  
If you have a female dog or puppy, wait until 3-
6 months after its first heat period to have it 
spayed. Time the surgery before its anticipated 
second heat period. 
 
If you have a female dog, let it pass through 
one heat cycle before considering having it 
spayed. The hormone symphony that accom-
panies heat affects all of your pet's body, not 
just its reproductive tract. This is something 
that proponents of early spay/neuter do not 
understand. 
 
If you have a male dog, consider if you really 
need to have this surgery performed. My Lab-
rador, Max, is not neutered. He is the proud 
father of zero puppies and will stay that way. 
Mounting family members is a normal rite of 
passage and a sign of approaching puberty in 
puppies and adolescent dogs. If normal adoles-
cent mounting behavior embarrasses you - 
remember it will pass, given a little patience 
and some instruction. It is important for your 
pet's long term health that these hormones flow 
it its body for at least a while. 
 
If you decide you must neuter your male dog, 
do not do it until well into their second year. If 
your pet has medical or serious temperament 
problems that might benefit from an earlier 
neuter, you might consider it a bit earlier. But 
there are often non-surgical ways to tackle the 
problem - try them first. Some owners have 
their male dogs neutered only to find that the 
problem for which it was done did not go away. 
If you are uncertain, have your pet receive a 
reversible sex hormone blocking injection first. 
If it has no effect on the problem, removing its 
testicles will not either. 
 
Neutering pets at an older age necessitates 
keeping them trim. Fat pets are harder for vet-
erinarians to work on and blood vessels be-
come harder to identify and tie off securely. 
Dogs and cats will eat to please you if you over 
feed them. There is a long list of health reasons 
not to do that. 

 
How Long Will The Practice Of Early Age 
Spay/Neuter Continue? 
That will depend on the efforts of pet owners 
like you. I am confident that there will come a 
time when pediatric spay/neuter of our pets is 
considered to have been a major error in judg-
ment. 
 
Organized institutional pressure to practice 
pediatric spay/neuter is very pervasive in Amer-
ica. It's proponents are highly vocal and well 
financed. No level of government is free of its 
mantra. Official publications are carefully sani-
tized to assure only one side of the question is 
presented. 
 
The corporate and institutional interests that 
promote early spay/neuter have similarities to 
another large American corporate interest. 
Both have stakeholders at many levels in the 
Community. Both are well-funded and sophisti-
cated. Both are willing to exert pressure on 
government and others to preserve their inter-
ests. Both fund large advertising campaigns to 
manipulate public opinion. Both fund research 
likely to be favorable to their cause. Both share 
substantial liability issues with incentives for 
push-back and the suppression of negative 
data. 
 
Negative health implications on the effects of 
smoking first appeared in scientific publications 
in 1950. It was not until 1963 that per capita 
cigarette consumption in the US dropped and 
until 1965 that warning labels were first put on 
cigarettes. 
 
Negative information on the side-effects of 
early spay/neuter first appeared in scientific 
publications the early 70s and continues 
through today. 
 
Quotes and links to websites mentioned in this 
article were accurate as of 10/5/09 
 
Data they contain may change and links may 
become unavailable. 
 
 
 
 
 
This article can be viewed at: 
http://www.2ndchance.info/spayneuter.htm 
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General Fund      

Beginning General Fund Bank Balance   $18,744.61     

Beginning General Fund Outstanding Checks (from 2009) ($456.00)    

Beginning Grocery Certificates Balance  $0.00     

Total Beginning Balance     $18,344.61     

 Calendar Year   Budget Year 2010 (2010 Committee Reports) 

Category Income Expenses Net  Income Expenses Net  

Agility        

  Entry Fees $10.961.00 $488.00 $10,473.00 $10,961.00 $444.00  $10,517.00  

  Equipment $0.00  $700.00  ($700.00) $0.00  $700.00  ($700.00) 

  Food & Beverages $0.00  $647.33 ($647.33) $0.00  $647.33 ($647.33) 

  Judge’s Fees $0.00  $1,028.38 ($1,028.38) $0.00  $1,028.38 ($1,028.38) 

  Judges Gifts $0.00  $100.40  ($100.40) $0.00  $48.00  ($48.00) 

  Miscellaneous $0.00 $173.34 ($173.34) $0.00 $173.34 ($173.34) 

  Recording Fee $0.00  $1,944.00  ($1,944.00) $0.00  $2,144.00 ($2,144.00) 

  Rental Fee $0.00 $685.00 ($685.00) $0.00 $1,170.00 ($1,170.00) 

  Ribbons $0.00  $390.21 ($390.21) $0.00 $390.21 ($390.21) 

  Secretary Fees $0.00  $1,302.24  ($1,302.24) $0.00 $1,302.24 ($1,302.24) 

  T-Shirts $45.50  $220.25 ($174.75) $45.50 $220.25 ($174.75) 

  Agility Total $11,006.50  $7,578.75  $3,427.75) $11,006.50  $7,667.75  $2,738.75  

Cheer        

  Cards $0.00  $45.73  ($45.73) $0.00  $45.73  ($45.73) 

  Ink Cartridge $0.00  $65.55 ($65.55) $0.00  $65.55 ($65.55) 

  Labels $0.00  $13.42  ($13.42)  $0.00  $13.42  ($13.42)  

  Cheer Total $0.00  $124.70  ($1,124.70) $0.00  $124.70  ($1,124.70) 

Designated Specialty         

  Recording Fee $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $15.00 ($15.00) 

  Ribbons $0.00 $212.95 ($212.95) $0.00 $212.55 ($212.55) 

  Designated Specialty Total $0.00 $212.95 ($212.95) $168.00 $227.95 ($227.95) 

Hospitality        

   Club Meeting $0.00 $25.22 ($25.22) $0.00 $25.22 ($25.22) 

  Hospitality Total $0.00 $25.22 ($25.22) $0.00 $25.22 ($25.22) 

Library : Books/Video $0.00 $101.24 ($101.24) $0.00 $101.24 ($101.24) 

Local Specialty        

   Recording Fee $0.00 $200.00 ($200.00) $0.00 $200.00 ($100.00) 

   Rental & Cleanup Fees $0.00 $200.00 ($200.00) $0.00 $200.00 ($200.00) 

   Trophies $520.00 $0.00 $520.00 $520.00 $0.00 $520.00 

  Local Specialty Total $520.00 $400.00 $120.00 $520.00 $400.00 $120.00 

Membership : Dues $330.00 $0.00 $330.00 $800.00 $0.00 $800.00 

Miscellaneous         

  Board $0.00 $53.09 ($53.09) $0.00 $53.09 ($53.09) 

  Envelopes $0.00 $1.36 ($1.36) $0.00 $1.36 ($1.36) 

  Meeting Room Rental $0.00 $25.00 ($25.00) $0.00 $25.00 ($25.00) 

  Postage $0.00 $44.34 ($44.34) $0.00 $44.34 ($44.34) 

  State Periodic Report $0.00 $10.00 ($10.00) $0.00 $10.00 ($10.00) 

  Supplies $0.00 $49.96 ($49.96) $0.00 $49.96 ($49.96) 

  Treasurer $200.00 $201.90 ($1.90) $200.00 $201.90 ($1.90) 

  Miscellaneous Total $200.00  $385.65 ($185.65) $200.00  $385.65 ($185.65) 

Programs        

  Speakers $130.00 $100.00 $30.00 $130.00 $100.00 $30.00 

  Programs Total $130.00 $100.00 $30.00 $130.00 $100.00 $30.00 

Public Education        

   Banner $0.00 $226.38 ($226.38) $0.00 $226.38 ($226.38) 

   Educational Brochures $0.00 $6.86 ($6.86) $0.00 $6.86 ($6.86) 

  Public Education Total $0.00 $233.24 ($233.24) $0.00 $233.24 ($233.24) 

Sam-O-Gram/Web        

  Copy Paper $0.00 $5.99 ($5.99) $0.00 $5.99 ($5.99) 

  Copy Services $0.00 $16.38 ($16.38) $0.00 $16.38 ($16.38) 

  Ink Cartridge $0.00 $153.02 ($153.02) $0.00 $153.02 ($153.02) 

  Postage $0.00 $17.60 ($17.60) $0.00 $17.60 ($17.60) 

  Subscription $10.00 $0.00 $10.00 $10.00 $0.00 $10.00 

  Web Hosting Fee $0.00 $59.90 ($59.90) $0.00 $59.90 ($59.90) 

  Sam-O-Gram/Web Total $10.00  $252.69 ($242.89) $10.00  $252.69 ($242.89) 

  SCA Foundation $0.00  $1000.00 ($1000.00) $1000.00 ($1000.00) ($13.42)  

2009 Checks Voided in 2010  $56.00    
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Profit: $1392.50 
Donated: $75 
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Easiest way to 
support DSA is by 

purchasing 
 King Soopers or 
Safeway grocery 

certificates!  
 

You buy $100,  
You spend $100, 

and the  
club earns 5%!! 

 

Contact Tom Lisec 
to purchase! 

303-741-5778 

Artwork by: 
 Kim Niles 
 Angie Laframboise 
  

Happy 

Springtime! 



Rescue Fund  

Beginning Rescue Fund Bank Balance  $15,614.14  

Beginning Rescue Fund Outstanding Checks (2009) $0.00 

Total Beginning Balance     $15,614.65  

Rescue Fund Calendar / Budget Year 2010 

Category Income Expenses Net  

Adoption Fee $650.00 $0.00 $650.00 

Bank Charges : Checks $0.00 $43.40 ($43.40) 

Boarding  $0.00 $1,007.00 ($1,007.00) 

Charitable Donations: ABRN $0.00 $40.00 ($40.00) 

Donations Received $1,508.00 $20.00 $1,488.00 

Fundraiser    

  Collars & Leashes $3,171.98 $2,622.71 $549.27 

  Dog Packs $237.00 $420.00 ($183.00) 

  Hike Belt/Leash $0.00 $125.00 ($125.00) 

  IGive.com $25.56 $0.00 $25.56  

  Microchip Clinic $60.00 $0.00 $60.00  

  Fundraiser Total $3,494.54  $3,167.71 $326.83 

Grooming $0.00 $72.00 ($72.00) 

Microchip Enrollment $0.00 $14.99 ($14.99) 

Rescue Misc    

   Licenses/Membership Dues $0.00 $175.00 ($175.00) 

   PO Box Rental $0.00 $60.00 ($60.00) 

   Postage $0.00 $212.20 ($212.20) 

   Recognition Gift $0.00 $100.00 ($100.00) 

   Supplies $0.00 $209.47 ($209.47) 

    Rescue Misc Total $0.00 $756.67 ($756.67) 

Transportation Fees  $0.00 $175.00 ($175.00) 

Veterinary Services $0.00 $254.00 ($254.00) 

   Heartworm Meds $0.00 $60.00 ($60.00) 

   Microchip $0.00 $212.20 ($212.20) 

   Shots/Meds $0.00 $100.00 ($100.00) 

    Rescue Misc Total $0.00 $226.18 ($226.18) 

Grand Total  $6,652.54 $5,522.95 $129.59 

Total Ending Rescue Fund Balance       $15,743.73  
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2010 Treasury Report Calendar Year   
Budget Year 2010   

(2009 Committee Reports) 

Category Income Expenses Net  Income Expenses Net  

Supported Entry        

   Trophies $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $133.00 ($133.00) 

  Supported Entry Total $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $133.00 ($133.00) 

Trophy Donations       

  SCA National $0.00  $100.00  ($100.00) $0.00  $100.00  ($100.00) 

  Trophy Donations Total $0.00  $100.00  ($100.00) $0.00  $100.00  ($100.00) 

Ways & Means         

  Barks & Growls $16.00 $0.00 $16.00 $16.00 $0.00 $16.00 

  Grocery Certificates $27,850.00  $33,250.00 ($5,400.00) $27,850.00  $33,250.00 ($5,400.00) 

  Ways & Means Total $27,866.00  $33,250.00  ($5,384.00) $27,866.00  $33,250.00  ($5,384.00) 

Grand Total $40,062.50 $44,299.64  ($4,237.14) $40,532.50 $44,636.64  ($4,104.14) 

Outstanding Checks (EOY)   $0.00    

Total Ending General Fund Balance      $14,107.47    

Ending Grocery Certificate Balance      $7,075.00    

Total Ending Balance   $21,182.47    

Specialty Match        

   Rental Fee $0.00 $35.00 $35.00 $0.00 $35.00 $35.00 

  Specialty Match Total $0.00 $35.00 $35.00 $0.00 $35.00 $35.00 

Nominating Committee and 
2011 DSA Officers and Board Members 

The current DSA Board will me determining 
the Nominating Committee at this month’s 
Board meeting. 
 
If you are interested in chairing or serving on 
the committee, please contact Lori Elvera, 
kenoshasam@aol.com / 720-344-4562.  
 
Also, if you would like to serve as an Officer 
or Board member, please let Lori know and she 
can provide a list to the Nominating Commit-
tee.  
 
This is your chance to help out your 
club and keep it’s heart beating so that 
the events and activities that you enjoy 
or want to see continue can (i.e. Agil-
ity, Local Specialty, Obedience Trial, 
Holiday Party, Rescue, etc.)! 



Date Organization Event Location Contact Judge or More Info 

Jul 16-18 Mile Hi Golden Retriever Club  AKC Agility—Open ? Castle Rock, CO Ascher  

 17-18 Roaring Fork KC Show—Close 6/30 Eagle, CO Onofrio Alvin Krause / James Noe 

 17-18 Nebraska KC Show—Close 6/30 Omaha, NE Onofrio Robert Stein / Dana Cline 

 22 Samoyed Club of Houston Specialty—Close 7/7 Houston, TX Onofrio N/A (Sweeps) 
Darla Cassidy 

 30 Greater Milwaukee Samoyed  Specialty—Close 7/14 Waukesha, WI Onofrio Judi Schold (Sweeps) 
Ellen Vanden Avond 

Aug 6-8 Durango KC AKC Agility - Open 6/17 Dolores, CO Scott N/A 

 15 Pikes Peak Herding Assoc Herding Test/TrialClose7/27 Elizabeth, CO P. Walsh N/A 

 20 Samoyed Club of Washington 
State 

Specialty—Close 8/4 Enumclaw, WA Swearingen N/A 

 21 Morris Animal Foundation Cure Canine Cancer Walk  Estes Park, CO  Morrisanimalfoundation.org 

 21-22 Greeley KC Show - Close 7/29 Greeley, CO Onofrio Robin Hug / Bruce Voran 

 21-22 Jesse James KC Show - Close 7/29 Topeka, KS Onofrio Lourdes Carajal  
Jay Richardson 

 26-29 Manhattan KS KC / Topeka KC Show - Close 8/11 Topeka, KS Onofrio Joyce Vanek / N/A 
Charlotte McGowan / N/A 

 26-27 Samoyed Association of Min-
neapolis—St. Paul 

Specialty - Close 8/11 Lake Elmo, MN Onofrio Anne E. O’Neal (Sweeps) 
Rita Biddle 
Connie Rudd (Sweeps) 
Joan Luna 

 28-29 Rocky Mountain All Terrier  AKC Agility - Open 7/7 Windsor, CO Ascher N/A 

Sep 4-5 Cheyenne KC Show - Close 8/18 Cheyenne, WY Onofrio Houston Clark /Theresa 
Hundt 

 10 Denver Samoyed  
Association 

Specialty - Close 8/25 Greeley, CO Hittesdorf Gail Campbell (Sweeps) 
Beth Tallentire (Working 
Sw) 
Jeanne Nonhof 
Pat Maynard (Obed/Rally) 

 11-12 Evergreen KC Show - Close 8/25 Greeley, CO Onofrio Ellen Vanden Avond 
Judith Goodin 

 11-12 Rio Pecos KC Show - Close 8/25 Roswell, NM Onofrio Barbara Ann Brooks 
Vincent T Grosso 

 12-13 Pikes Peak Herding Assoc Herding Test/Trial 
Close8/26 

Elizabeth, CO Walsh N/A 

 16-19 Intermountain West Working 
Group 
Bonneville Basin KC 

Show - Close 9/1 Farmington, UT Onofrio Burton Yamada 
Jay Richardson 
Gerard Penta / Everett Dean 

 18 Denver Samoyed Association Specialty BOB Match Sterne Park - Littleton Rachel  N/A 

 18-19 Flatirons KC Obedience - Close 9/8 Longmont, CO Ascher  N/A 

 18-19 Prescott AZ KC Show - Close 9/1 Chino Valley, AZ Ascher  Sharon Krogh/Patti Long-
Smith 

 19-20 Continental Divide Herding Herding Test/Trial Close 9/2 Fort Morgan, CO Hansen N/A 

Sep 25-26 Arapahoe KC Show - Close 9/8 Aurora, CO Onofrio Thomas Stanfield 
Robert Shreve 

 25-26 Mountain States Dog Training 
Timberline Basset Hound 

AKC Agility - Open 8/4 Golden, CO Markowski Carol Lynn Evans 

Sep 30 
Oct 1-2 

Grand Valley KC Show - Close 9/15 Grand Junction, CO Onofrio N/A 

Oct 1-3 Wichita /Hutchinson/ Salina KC Show—Close 9/15 Salina, KC Onofrio Jane Roppolo/ Robert For-
syth 
Maxine Beam 

 8-9 Terry-All KC AKC Agility - Open 8/18 Brighton, CO Ascher N/A 
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Date Organization Event Location Contact Judge or More Info 

Oct 8-9 Mesilla Valley KC 
Chaparral KC 

Show - Close 9/22 Alamogordo, NM Onofrio Doris Cozart / Cec Ringstrom 
William Cunningham 
Virginia Lyne 

 10-11 Buckhorn Valley KC Herding Test/Trial Close9/23 Wellington, CO Hughes N/A 

 21-24 Platte Valley KC Fremont NE 
Cornhusker KC of Lincoln, NE 

Show—Close 10/6 Lincoln, NE Onofrio Alane Gomez / Toddie Clark 
Tomas Gomez /Mildred Byrant 

 22-24 Rapid City, SD Show—Close 10/6 Rapid City, SD Hughes B Alderman / Sherrie Morgan 
Pat Hastings / Gary Bassett 

 25-30 Samoyed Club of America National Specialty - Close 
10/7 

Pigeon Forge, TN MB-F Frances Andrews & Leila Jane 
Bradley-Herding 
Kele McGlohon-Agility 
Bob Secenbaugh– Weight Pull 
Richard Mullen—Obedience 
Donna Dannen-Sweeps 
Diane Garcia—Futurity 
Celinda Cheskawich—Bitches 
Annella Cooper—Dogs 
Mardee Ward—Intersex 

 29-31 Sioux Empire KC Show—Close 10/13 Sioux Falls, SD Onofrio Dany Canino / Doris Cozart 
Murrel Purkhizer 

Nov 6-7 Flatirons KC AKC Agility - Open 9/22 Longmont, CO Ascher Kera Holm / Keith Harold 

 13-14 Southern Colorado KC Show - Close 10/27 Pueblo, CO Onofrio N/A 

 19-20 Tucson KC Show—Close 11/3 Tucson, AZ Bradshaw John Ronald 
Mark Houston-McMillan 

Dec 4-5 Yuma KC Show -  Close 11/17 Yuma, AZ Bradshaw Debra Thornton 
David Haddock 
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So you think you know about dogs? 
 
Sorry, you do not. 
 
I break this news to you only because I got put to 
such a test Tuesday, along with about two dozen 
animal-shelter directors, volunteers, dog trainers 
and others who make a dog-related living. 
 
The task was simple: View 20 dogs on a video-
tape and identify each one. Is it purebred or 
mixed? If believed a mix, what is the mixture of 
each? 
 
How hard could it be? 
 
All I know about dogs, I quickly learned, is that 
one lives with me. Of the 20 dogs shown, I got 
the breed correct one time, but only because it 
looked like Lupe, my mutt. 
 
I did only slightly worse than the professionals. 
 
"I was completely wrong. I probably got three to 
four out of the 20," claimed Laurie Buffington, a 
Berthoud dog trainer, as we left a classroom at 
the Longmont Humane Society. 
 
"Think you can tell just by looking?" was the 
teaser for the breed identification study we par-
ticipated in. It was run by Victoria L. Voith, a 

professor of animal behavior in the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Western University in 
Pomona, Calif. 
 
What I and the others ultimately learned is you 
cannot simply look at a dog and know what it is. 
 
Shelter workers, she explained, are generally 75 
percent wrong when they list or tell you the 
breed of a dog. The only sure-fire way of know-
ing, she said, is DNA testing. 
"I started this study," Voith said, "because I am a 
lover of German shepherds and was appalled 
that every short-haired breed with brown hair 
was called a German shepherd. It simply isn't 
so." 
 
Outside of the Lupe-looking Chihuahua-mix, I 
thought every dog looked like a pit bull or a 
shepherd-mix. 
 
"So what in the hell is Lupe?" I jotted in frustra-
tion in my notebook about halfway through the 
session. I was not getting even remotely close. 
 
My favorite of all was the 20th dog, a three-
legged cutie that had been thrown from a car. 
She was not the English sheepdog I suspected, 
but a shih-tzu. Everyone else misidentified her 
too. 
 
Through her work, Voith hopes to put to the lie 
two things: studies on which dogs bite the most, 

and the wisdom of municipal breed-specific 
bans, such as Denver's, where hundreds of 
suspected pit bulls have been put to death. 
"Visual identification simply is not in high agree-
ment with DNA analysis," she said when I pro-
tested that a dog I had falsely, dead-to-rights 
identified as a pit bull turned out through DNA 
testing to be mostly Dalmatian. "Dogs in Denver 
may be dying needlessly," she said. 
 
She hopes that her work, which she expects to 
be published in a year, will better inform cities 
and statistics gatherers on breeds most likely to 
bite. 
 
"We really don't know yet. I don't think we have 
ever really known," she said. 
 
The professionals all walked out scratching their 
heads, each mumbling something akin to "that 
was very informative!" 
 
"I always thought I was really good at identifying 
breeds," a chastened Shantel Southwick, an-
other Berthoud trainer, moaned. "And cities are 
killing dogs based on uninformed visual identifi-
cation? That's pretty scary. It's heartbreaking, 
really." 
 
Bill Johnson writes Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Reach him at 303- 954-2763 or wjohn-
son@denverpost.com. 

— via www.denverpost.com 

If Experts Cannot ID Dogs, Then How Can Cities? 



c/o Thalia Peletis, Editor 
8885 West Clifton Avenue 

Littleton, Colorado 
80128-5324 

DSA members  
are committed to the 

protection and advancement  
of the Samoyed breed. 

Denver Samoyed 
Association 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
WWW.DENVERSAMOYED.ORG 

 

Mailing Address Label 

no HOME, all ALONE     As of 07/20/10, we have no Samoyeds available for adoption! 

If you know anyone who might be interested, please call the DSR  at 303-453-1360, or contact one of the Rescue committee members:  
 Andi Mast, Sue Wangerin, Thalia Peletis, Michele Sottile.  Pam Arnold  or Deb Castro,  Thanks! 

Jul 19, 2010 Meeting Reminder - 7:15 PM - St. Joseph Episcopal Church 
 Board meeting following regular meeting 

 Review committee budgets 
 Determine Nominating committee for 2011 Officers and Board Members. 

 Deadline for newsletter articles is 1st day of the month!  

Denver Samoyed Rescue Report 

DSR has a new fundraiser item: SamEE Hike System! 
See page 1 for details. 

It is a perfect complement to the Wolf Packs© Dog Packs! 
 

To order contact Thalia: t_peletis@msn.com or Lori: kenoshasam@aol.com 
 

DSR is fully stocked on White Pine Collars & Leashes! 
We have just about every style and size collar and leash available! 

 
To order White Pine contact Thalia: t_peletis@msn.com or Jan: cloud9k9s@comcast.net 


