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Jane Reller, lost her battle with pancreatic cancer on 
April 29, 2009.  She faced the disease with incredible 
courage with the help of her husband, Michael 
Prewitt, and fought it with every ounce of her being.   

 

Jane is survived by her hus-
band, Michael (DSA member 
and new SCA member), her 
parents, sisters and brother.   
Jane was the oldest of 7 
siblings. 
 
She worked as a Publications 
Scheduler at Ball Aerospace 
for 30 years.  
 
Beyond her family, work and 
travel, was her love and com-
passion for animals. She 
joined the Denver Samoyed 
Association in 1994 and the 
Samoyed Club of America in 
1995.  Jane left her hard-
working,  “paw prints” all over 
DSA, and was a role model 
club member for volunteerism 
as evident by the positions 
she held in DSA through the 
years.   
 
1996 
Board Member, 
Specialty Match Chair 
1996 to 2009   
Newsletter Assistant Editor  
1997  
Board Member,   
Local Specialty Chair 
1997 to 2009 
Rescue Committee Member 
1998 to 2000,  2002 to 2009 
Corresponding Secretary 
1998 - 2006  
Public Education Chair 

2002 
Working Dog  Co-Chair 
2002 - 2009  
Agility Chair 

 

P ublic Education. Jane escalated the DSA Pub-
lic Education committee to new heights with her 

professional experience in Publications, by creating 
new club, rescue,  and breed brochures. When Dis-
ney’s ‘Snow Dogs’ movie was released in 2002 , the 
club was concerned it might have similar conse-
quences as the ‘101 Dalmatians’ movies have had in 
the past with impulsive puppy purchases and subse-
quent surrender of those dogs to shelters and breed 

rescue groups.   Jane crafted a letter on behalf of the 
club to send to the local newspaper, to educate the 
public about the Samoyed, Mal and Sibe breeds. The 
letter encouraged the public to research the breed  

and provided tips for finding a 
reputable breeder.  In addi-
tion, she organized the first 
Snow Dogs Public Education 
booth held during the Plum 
Creek / Colorado Kennel 
Club shows and invited the 
Mal and Sibe breed clubs to 
join in.  The booth featured a 
set of foam-core posters that 
Jane had created, one for 
each breed, a breed compari-
son poster and Snow Dog 
poster.  The posters provided 
breed characteristics (good 
and bad), activities they are 
capable of doing with their 
owner, and questions to ask 
yourself before deciding to 
buy a puppy.  The brochures 
and posters continue to be 
used in our public education 
booths today.    
 

N ewsletter. Jane 
served on the News-

letter committee since 1996.  
She reviewed layout designs, 

and proofread every single issue DSA produced to 
date.  Her attention to detail improved the overall 
quality of the newsletter greatly.   Later in 2000, when 
we created the first DSA club website, she helped  
organize the content and proofed all the static web 
pages.   Both of these mediums have been an impor-
tant communication and education tool for  our club 
members, our Samoyed newsletter club exchange 
participants, and the general public.  
 

A gility.   In 2002,  the membership agreed to hold 
an AKC Agility Sanctioned A-Match as a pre-

cursor to becoming approved by AKC to conduct 
Agility Trials.  By this time, Jane with her boy Cooper, 
Starquest’s Coup D’Essai CD PT NA, had already 
earned his Novice Agility title.  So, Jane eagerly vol-
unteered as the first Agility Match Chairperson. 
 
Behind Jane was our terrific agility committee and 
other DSA volunteers to make sure it went off without 
a hitch. At the match, we had filled our maximum limit 
of 50 entrants and we had 25 volunteers to work the 
event!  Typically, AKC requires that the club conducts 
two A-matches, but because Jane and her committee 
did such a great job, we were approved after just one 
match!  This just spoke to Jane and her committee’s 
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abilities, to not only take on a project, but do it 
first-class.   
 
The Agility Match was the first hurdle. The 
actual trial was the second, larger hurdle.  Jane 
volunteered to chair the committee, targeting 
the first DSA Agility trial to be held in January 
2004. Jane, and the committee did an excellent 
job to prepare for the trial. This included educa-
tion of our club members, in advance of the 
trial,  to learn how to perform the various agility 
jobs required. They also made the smart and 
creative decision to purchase our now infa-
mous blue sweatshirts with fellow DSA/SCA 
club member, Martha Lageschulte’s Sammy 
agility logo, silk-screened on them, to more 
easily identify DSA member volunteers.  Both 
of these efforts generated excitement for this 
new event, and we all looked forward to the 
trial date.  
 
The 2004 trial to our present trial in 2009 have 
been extremely successful in many facets.  All 
trials have filled to the maximum entrant limits, 
have made a profit,  and have been staffed 
almost entirely by our DSA members.  Each 
year we seem to come up with new ways to 
increase the excitement about our trial, whether 
it be Samoyed agility banners, or ‘Sam-Bucks’ 
coffee collars. However, the non-tangible re-
sults are the most priceless, including multiple 
compliments by the exhibitors about how well-
run and enjoyable their experience has been at 
our trials. We also have had many offers each 
year to run or steward other club’s agility trials 
because of our skill set and work ethic.  How-
ever, the best result, is that it has been an en-
joyable, unifying, fun experience for the DSA 
members who volunteer to work the trial. The 
group photos that have been taken at each 
trial, captures that spirit so well. Many of our 
members that help, may never compete in 
agility,  but they give of their time, and are re-
warded by having a wonderful experience, with 
their dog fancier friends.   
 
This positive agility trial experience for both 
exhibitors, and volunteers, was the direct result 
of Jane’s leadership abilities, character and her 
simple desire to promote the agility event and 
take it to a higher standard.  She succeeded. 
 
In Jane’s true responsible character, when she 
became ill, she offered to mentor and train the 
next Agility Chairperson. The Agility Committee 
was her baby, and she wanted to make sure 
that it continued to be successful in the future.   
 
The DSA Agility Trial Experience will forever be 
Jane’s legacy and gift to our club.  
 

S amoyed Rescue.   Jane served as a 
principal rescue committee member for 

over a decade.  Rescue work can be pretty 
emotional at times, but Jane’s temperament 
was perfect for it; even keel, logical, and yet 
extremely compassionate and patient.    
 
Jane assisted rescue in many capacities.  
Once again, using her professional talents as a 
publications specialist, she helped update and 
standardized all the forms and applications,  
that the committee uses on a regular basis.  
This includes the adoption application and 
agreement, foster home application and agree-
ment and the release form.  She also assem-
bled a 75-page Adoption Packet for new Adop-
tion families that provides breed history, articles 
on training, grooming, performance activities  
that they can do with their Samoyed, health 
issues, club and rescue contact information.  
Since our rescue families did not have the 
benefit of a responsible breeder to provide this 
information, it was important to Jane and the 
committee that we served in this capacity. 
 
In 2001, Jane offered to hold a grooming semi-
nar at her home, for adoption families who 
wished to learn how to groom their Samoyed.  
We had eight families participate.  Fellow DSA/
SCA club member, Martha Lageschulte was 
the instructor, and her boy Nike was the patient 
demonstration dog.  We took step-by-step pic-
tures, Jane wrote the narrative, and Martha 
edited the final draft of the Samoyed Grooming 
Booklet that is available to all who wish to 
download it from our web site.  
(www.denversamoyed.org/AboutSamoyed.htm) 
 
In addition, Jane responded to e-mails and 
returned phone calls left by people wanting to 
adopt or place their Samoyed.  She also as-
sisted in helping us write annual letters to our 
current adoption families, to remind them that 
DSR is always available to help with any ques-
tions they have about their Sammy, and assist 
them should they want to adopt another Samo-
yed.  
 
Jane also participated in countless rescue 
fundraisers including PetsMart Photos (and she 
even got her husband to play Santa!), Barnes & 
Noble holiday gift-wrapping, the SCA National 
Specialty Samoyed Rescue booths, among 
others.  
 
However, Jane’s crowning achievement for 
rescue, was fostering and rehabilitating two 
Samoyeds that came to DSR from puppy mills: 
Sassy and Molly.  Sassy was adopted by a 
wonderful family in 2001, and Jane officially 
adopted Molly in 2004.  As a breed group we 
know the importance of puppy socialization, 
and the challenge of training a puppy that had 
benefited from that socialization.  Just imagine 

the amount of patience it took to rehabilitate a 
dog that did not have any early socialization 
and love.   I remember stories that Jane re-
layed about Sassy, coaxing her to come out of 
her favorite safe spot in the living room, under-
neath an end table.  Of course, I’ll never forget 
the story she wrote for the newsletter entitled 
‘Molly the ATM Dog’, where Molly swiped and 
ate five $20 bills off the table, only to ‘output’ it 
later in the yard. Molly redeemed herself by 
participating in many Samoyed public educa-
tion events with Jane.  
 

A ll Around Exhibitor.  In addition to her 
club-related work, Jane and her dogs 

participated in agility, obedience, conformation, 
weight--pull, herding, and pet therapy. Jane 
earned an obedience, herding title and partici-
pated in agility with her boy Cooper -  
Starquest's Coup D'Essai CD PT NA.   
 
She also earned an obedience title, working 
title, and became a registered pet therapy team 
with her girl Sydney - Starquest's Sydney on 
Safari CD WSX.  Jane and Sydney regularly 
visited a nursing home.  She also inspired more 
members in her club, including myself, to earn 
their AKC Canine Good Citizen certificate, and 
be evaluated as a pet therapy team. DSA now 
has six members that are active in pet therapy. 
 
Last year, Jane celebrated her first champion,  
her lovely boy named  Kohlbi - CH Starquest's 
Arctic Eyes of Kohl HIC.   
 
Throughout it all, Jane always exhibited good 
sportsmanship and encouraged other members 
to try all these activities with their dogs.  
 

I t is an understatement to say that Jane’s 
presence in our ‘Samoyed lives’ including 

our monthly club meetings and various club 
events, will be missed greatly.  She was a big 
part of our history and family. She shared our 
passion for this beautiful breed. She worked 
tirelessly to protect the breed., but also to give 
us and herself, opportunities to enjoy our dogs, 
and in the process, each other too. Jane Reller 
helped elevate our organization from a Samo-
yed club, to a supportive, energetic, and caring 
community of individuals who just happened to 
love the same dog breed.  Jane, was a benefit 
of membership, in the Denver Samoyed Asso-
ciation.   
 
We will miss Jane, and we will never forget her.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Thalia Peletis 
DSA and SCA Member 
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Public Ed Booth - August 2, 2003 

Public Ed Booth - May 12, 2002 


