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SAM-O-GRAM 

Who We Are 
 
 

OFFICERS: 
President: 
Sue Wangerin............ 303-467-9829 
Vice President: 
Andi Mast.......... ......... 303-450-7712 
Recording Secretary:           
Chris Stewart .............. 303-838-3517 
Corresponding Secretary:                 
Martha Lageschulte...  303-659-0992 
Treasurer: 
Thalia Peletis.............  303-933-0392 
  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Jan Cherne................. 303-980-1970 
Donna Dannen...........  303-670-8053 
Julie Morris................  303-665-1107 
Terry Walb .................. 303-833-2890 
  
  

‘13 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS: 
Agility ‘13 & ‘14: 
Marnie Grube............ . 970-302-5091 
Awards:   
Mary Lloyd................. . 303-688-4684 
Breeder Referral:  
Kathi Metter................ 303-838-1028 
Cheer: 
Michele Sottile ............ 303-736-2120 
Colorado Legislation Liaison 
Michele Schmitt.......... 303-903-2297 
Designated Specialty:  
Supported Entry will be held instead 
Historian/Librarian:  
Donna Dannen........... 303-670-8053 
Hospitality:  
 Specialty Match  
     Volunteers Needed if event held 
 Local Specialty  
     Heidi Nieman ......... 303-660-5480 
     Marnie Grube ........ 303-660-5480 
Holiday Party:  
Linda Kitzman............  303-794-7136 
Local Specialty ‘13: 
Heidi Nieman............  . 303-660-5480 
Program: 
Mary Lloyd................. . 303-688-4684 
Donna Dannen........... 303-670-8053 
Public Education: 
Rachel Paulson .......... 303-935-0701 
Sam-O-Gram/Web Site: 
Thalia Peletis.............. 303-933-0392 
Sammy Rescue: 
Andi Mast...................  303-450-7712 
Specialty Match:   
Rachel Paulson .......... 303-935-0701 
Supported Entry 2013:   
Michele Schmitt.......... 303-903-2297 

Special points of interest: 

Attend the September meeting 
for a preview of DSR’s latest  
fundraiser! Its a MUST HAVE 

grooming accessory! 

Sept 2013 Volume 20, Issue 07 

Nominations for 2014 DSA Officers & Board

St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church 
11202 West Jewell Avenue 

Lakewood, CO 80232 
 

Gander Mountain 
9923 Grant Street 

Thornton, CO 80229 

 

Unless specified otherwise, meetings will begin at 7 PM.   

DSA Membership Meeting Schedule 

Your club would love your help!   
 

If you are interested in an Officer or Board member position for 
2014 please let contact our current President Sue Wangerin 

(303-467-9829 / nakiskasams@msn.com) 
 

New members that have a family or individual membership type may hold an  
Officer or Board member position.   

THANK YOU!  
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Membership Meeting Minutes 
08/19/2013 -  Meeting Minutes  
Attendees:  Sue Wangerin,  Jan Cherne,  
Marnie Grube,  Andi Mast,  Chris Stewart,  
Rachel Paulson,  Thalia Peletis,  Terry 
Walb,  Linda Kitzman, and  Lori Elvera 
 
The DSA meeting minutes for May were 
approved.  
 
President’s report:  Sue Wangerin called 
the meeting to order  at 19:24.  She had 
no Report. 
 
Vice President’s report:   Andi Mast had 
no report. 
 
Recording Secretary’s report:  Chris Stew-
art had no report. 
 
Corresponding Secretary’s report:   Mar-
tha Lageschulte was not present and 
there was no report. 
 
 Agility Trial Chairman’s report:  Marnie 
Grube reported that all applications have 
been processed and paid for.  The Pho-
tographer wanted us to do marketing for 
her.  It was agreed that we are not doing 
any marketing for her.    We are not offi-
cially sponsoring her.  She can attend and 
take pictures, but she will have to do her 
own marketing with the participants.  In 
December Marnie will start to get things 
ready for the trial.  She will come up with 
a gift for the Judge. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Thalia Peletis report-
ed that we have $16,533.24 in the Gen-
eral fund, $ 15,096,99 in the Rescue fund,  
and $3,250.00 in Grocery Certificates for 
a total of $34,880.23.  We have earned 
$1,587.50 in profits from the grocery cer-
tificates this year. 
 
Hospitality report: – Linda Kitzman report-
ed that the Christmas Party on December 
16th at the Bistro in Aspen Grove is on 
track.  They can provide a dinner for 
around $25 per person.   She will see 
about  meat, chicken, fish and vegetarian 
meals.  Linda will have a sign up form for 
the Christmas party at the DSA Specialty.   
Mary Lloyd will need to have information 
for awards.    The Christmas Party may 
not be paid for by the club this year, de-
pending our expenses for the Local Spe-
cialty, in particular uncovered trophies.  
The DSA Specialty will be paid for by 
each person attending the banquet 
(members and non-members).  

 
DSA Local Specialty:   Lori Elvera men-
tioned that the trophy donations for the 
DSA Specialty are not going well.  There 
was a discussion about what to do for 
next year.  The trophy book needs to go 
to the shows  for people to donate.  Andi 
brought up the idea of a voucher for $5 for 
club merchandise, entry fees, etc. instead 
of trophies.  It was discussed that we 
could provide a $10 voucher for 1st place?    
 
Thalia mentioned that the closing date will 
be a week earlier than last year.  We need 
the time for rosettes, ribbons, etc. It is 
also hard to get administrative parts of 
AKC process completed.   We are waiting 
for Owner Handler approval from AKC.   
 
Marnie needs direction for Hospitality for 
Specialty.   Heidi told Marnie she needed 
to provide enough food for 100 people for 
both Breakfast and Lunch.   Last year we 
spent $500 and it was reported that we 
did not have enough food. 
 
Lori needs Large Christmas lights.  Terry 
has some and will get them to Lori. 
 
Rachel Paulson cannot do the Bark in the 
Park in September .  We will not partici-
pate this year. 
 
Rescue report: – Andi Mast reported that 
we lost Holly who was being fostered by 
Bonnie.  Scarlett, who came from the Mid-
west, is in a new home.  We got one of 
the dogs we adopted out in 2008, Sozo, 
back due to the owner’s financial condi-
tion, but he has already been placed in a 
repeat DSR adopter’s home.  We also got 
back another dog, Teton, because of the 
owner’s death, and we also took his older 
Sammy “brother”,  Yukon.  They were 
adopted by a family that has a home in 
Breckenridge and Florida.   
 
We participated in Colorado Disc dog 
event.   
 
Thalia mentioned that new  limited edition 
colors for collars and leashes will be avail-
able at the SCA Specialty. 
 
Sam-o-gram report:  Thalia had nothing to 
report. 
 
Unfinished business – Sue asked if we 
want to donate $145 to Peak to Peak for 
trophies?  Lori Elvera made a motion to 

donate $145 to Peak to Peak for trophies 
for the February 2014 show .  Jan Cherne 
seconded the motion.   A vote was taken 
and the motion passed.  Thalia asked if 
we wanted to participate in the Supported 
entry at Plum Creek.  It was decided that 
we will participate.   Rachel requested that 
we ask Michelle Schmidt about participat-
ing in “Meet the Breed” on Saturday or 
Sunday instead of Friday. 
 
We need someone to Chair the nominat-
ing committee for the Board for 2014.  
Sue will step down as President.   Chris 
will step down as Recording Secretary.  
Thalia will stay on as Treasurer.  Andi will 
stay as Vice President.  Terry will stay as 
a Board member.   It was mentioned that 
maybe Mary Lloyd will be interested in 
Chairing the committee. 
 
New Business:    Lori asked if there was 
interest in a Pet insurance presentation.   
Andi and Lori will see if someone can do a 
presentation for the Club.     
 
Barks and growls :  
At Greeley Kennel Club (1) on Saturday,  
August 17, 2013, under Judge Sandra 
Walker  Rachel Paulson’s CH LOL’s Ruby 
Red Sky took Best of Breed,  Pamela 
Buhl’s CH LOL Saratoga’s Racing the 
Bullet took Select Dog,  Sue Wangerin’s  
CH Bark Bark’s Here Comes Rio took 
Best of Opposite Sex,   Chris and Bill 
Stewart’s Autumn Trails Fire in the sky 
took Winner’s Bitch for a Major , and  Lin-
da Kitzman’s  Wintermist’s Thief of Hearts 
took Best of Winners for a Major.  
Linda Kitzman’s Wintermist’s Thief of 
Hearts also took Best of Winners on Sun-
day at Greeley under judge Dr. Robert 
Smith for a Major. 
  
Lori Elvera’s Mary Jane has a lot of Breed 
wins and Group placements recently. 
 
Did you know?   Lori - Parade of Lights 
will be the  6th and 7th of December 2013.    
Sue - Mary Kay’s eye makeup remover 
takes out grease from a dog’s coat. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:26. 
 
There was no board meeting. 
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USDA/APHIS Finalizes Rule Impacting Pet Breeders 
Today, the United States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA/
APHIS) released a finalized version of new federal regulations (www.aphis.usda.gov/newsroom/2013/09/
retail_pet_final_rule.shtml)  that narrow the definition of a “retail pet store” with the purpose of bringing internet
-based pet breeders and sellers under the regulation of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA). The rule, originally 
proposed in May 2012 and essentially unchanged, effectively expands USDA oversight of pet breeders to in-
clude people who maintain more than four “breeding females” of any species and sell even one pet “sight un-
seen”. 

The American Kennel Club (AKC) shares the USDA’s concern about unscrupulous and potentially substand-
ard puppy sellers; and encourages responsible puppy buyers to meet the breeders of their new puppy and to 
work with responsible breeders to understand the commitment, challenges and requirements that a puppy of 
their chosen breed requires. 

The AKC, however, is extremely disappointed that USDA/APHIS, by adopting the rule in the same form it was 
originally proposed, did not heed the comments of hundreds of thousands of responsible dog breeders and 
owners concerned with the complexity and ambiguity of this potentially onerous new rule. Specifically, the rule 
will: 

 Increase the “retail pet store” exemption to include those maintaining 4 or fewer breeding females. 
Those with four or fewer “breeding females” will not be subject to USDA licensure and inspection. The 
AKC appreciates the intent of a continued exemption for small hobby breeders.  

 Deems any “sight-unseen” sale a covered activity, making the seller subject to USDA licensure 
and regulation. The AKC remains steadfast in believing that the rule will unreasonably require regulatory 
compliance of many more individuals than originally intended by treating those who sell a dog “sight un-
seen”—perhaps due to repeat buyers or other known purchasers—in the same manner as commercial 
internet-based sellers. The AKC believes that reasonable regulation of true commercial breeding enter-
prises or Internet sellers, where regulation is based on the actual numbers of dogs sold, is a better alter-
native to regulation based on the number of dogs a person owns. If the goal is to regulate internet sales, 
then such sales should be defined to include only internet sales. If the goal is to regulate all commercial 
breeder/retailers, a better definition would be those who produce and sell more than 50 puppies in a year. 

 Vague definition of “breeding female” as one having the capability of breeding. Currently, the USDA 
defines “breeding female” as “capacity to breed” and bases this assessment on a visual inspection on the 
ground of the animals involved, determining whether they are “of breeding age” and whether there are 
health or other factors that would limit that. The AKC believes that this is not a practical, efficient, or clear 
way to establish a threshold for licensing and regulation, as it does not allow either APHIS or a breeder to 
assess whether a seller would be subject to licensing, regulation, and inspection without first being in-
spected by APHIS. The AKC remains extremely concerned that the rule will make it difficult for individuals 
to self-report, as they would not be able to know—without an APHIS inspection and examination of their 
animals before applying for a license—whether they would be required to obtain a license. 

 
Operational standards originally designed for commercial-type facilities fail to account for circum-

stances appropriate for how hobby/fancy breeders who will be subject to the regulations will keep 
their dogs. As a result of AKC’s long history and breadth of experience in advancing the care and condi-
tions of dogs and conducting kennel inspections, we know that there are a wide variety of circumstances 
and kinds of facilities in which dogs may be suitably raised and maintained. AKC’s Care and Conditions 
policy  (http://images.akc.org/pdf/governmentrelations/documents/Care_Conditions_Policy.pdf ) is based 
on performance standards, rather than strict engineering requirements. This is because many breeds 

(Continued on page 4) 
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USDA/APHIS Finalizes Rule Impacting Pet Breeders 
would fail to thrive in the required commercial kennel setting and, therefore, are better raised in residential 
settings. It is not reasonable to expect small breeders, who keep a handful of dogs and make a choice to 
raise dogs in their homes, to be able to meet exacting USDA kennel engineering standards that are de-
signed for large commercial wholesale or research kennels. Likewise, many could be prevented from 
adapting their facilities because of local ordinances, zoning limitations, restrictions on their ability to obtain 
business licenses or necessary insurance. We believe performance-based standards are a better option 
for small home-based operations. The AKC believes that the continued effort to subject small home-based 
breeding operations to the same exacting standards required of purely commercial facilities is unreasona-
ble and unnecessary. 

To learn more about our specific concerns with the rule, please visit AKC’s USDA/APHIS Regulations Re-
sources Page (http://www.akc.org/governmentrelations/usda_aphis.cfm ). 

NEXT STEPS: 
USDA/APHIS expects the final rule to be published in the Federal Register later this week. The rule will be-
come effective 60 days after publication. 

The AKC is dedicated to supporting the wellbeing of all dogs and responsible dog owners and breeders. We 
are extremely disappointed with the content of the final rule and we will continue to study this rule and assess 
all options for addressing our ongoing concerns. 

The AKC will continue to provide additional information and analysis regarding specific impacts and what this 
rule may mean to responsible dog owners, breeders and the dog-loving public in general. Please remember 
that as a matter of company policy, the American Kennel Club does not release the registration information or 
history of any customer without a court order. The AKC, however, does expect individuals to comply with all 
applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations regarding the ownership and maintenance of dogs. 

For more information and updates, visit AKC GR’s online USDA/APHIS Regulations Resource Page; or con-
tact AKC’s Government Relations Department at doglaw@akc.org. 
 
 
 
 
————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 
Colorado Federation of Dog Clubs Comment 
 
To CFDC Delegates:  
This new and final rule change for dog breeders from USDA was just released today.  Please share 
this with your members ASAP.  It is not good news, but it is what we will have to deal with in the fu-
ture, so better to be informed and know the new rules and how to best deal with them.  CFDC will 
update as we learn more and receive credible updates. 
  
Please feel free to contact us to speak to your clubs on this and other activities in Colorado.  It is al-
ready becoming a busy year getting ready for the 2014 legislative session. 
   
Thanks! 
Linda Hart 
Secretary & State Legislative Liaison 
Colorado Federation of Dog Clubs 





c/o Thalia Peletis, Editor 
8885 West Clifton Avenue 

Littleton, Colorado 
80128-5324 

DSA members  
are committed to the 

protection and advancement  
of the Samoyed breed. 

Denver Samoyed 
Association 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
WWW.DENVERSAMOYED.ORG 

 

Mailing Address Label 

Sep 16, 2013 Meeting Reminder– 7:00 PM  
Meeting Location:  Gander Mountain Store—Thornton, CO  
 Review Local Specialty planning progress 
 Review/Accept Nominations for the 2014 DSA Officers and Board member positions  

 
Attend the club meeting to get a preview of the newest DSR Fundraiser Item! 

It’s a MUST HAVE grooming accessory!   

no HOME, all ALONE     As of 08/05/13, we have NO Samoyeds available for adoption!  

If you know anyone who might be interested, please call the DSR  at 303-453-1360, or contact one of the Rescue committee members:  
 Andi Mast, Sue Wangerin, Thalia Peletis, Michele Sottile.  Pam Arnold  or Deb Castro,  Thanks! 

Denver Samoyed Rescue Report 

DSR Fundraisers 
White Pine   

Collars, Leashes, Etc 
 

Best Product for 
Sammy Coats! Won’t 
damage the coat! 

 
 

To order contact Thalia 
t_peletis@msn.com or 

Jan  cloud9k9s@comcast.net 

 
 

Wolf Packs  
Dog Packs 

 

Featuring the  
Banzai Style  
Dog Pack 

 
To order contact Thalia 

t_peletis@msn.com 
 
 
 

Microchip your pups 
before they go to 
their new homes! 

 

$25 for members  
$35 for non-members 

 

Cost includes chip and 
enrollment fee 

 
Make an appointment with  

Deb Castor snodog2@msn.com  
or Pam Arnold  

davepamarnold@msn.com 

Shop via  
www.IGIVE.com 

 
Designated Denver 
Samoyed Rescue as 

your charity group and 
DSR receives a  

donation when you 
shop via IGIVE.com! 

 
 


